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AN AMERICAN LOOKS BACK

New York Public Library AT BRITISH VICTORY
in the FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR, 1763

B DAVID RAMSAY, The History of the American
Revolution, 1789.

A South Carolina physician, Ramsay served as a surgeon in the Revolutionary
Army. After the war, he served in the Continental Congress under the Articles of
Confederation (1782-83, 1785-86), and wrote his Revolution history in the late
1780s, as the new nation was crafting its final Constitution.

The addition to the British empire of new proviscequal in
extent to old kingdoms, not only excited the jealpaf European
powers but occasioned doubts in the minds of etdigdd British
politicians whether or not such immense acquisgtiohiterritory
would contribute to the felicity of the Parent $tafhey saw, or
thought they saw, the seeds of disunion plantedanoo widely

; extended empire. Power, like all things humaniitsagmits, and
M there is a point beyond which the longest and gsargword fails
M%Z of doing execution. To combine in one uniform systEf
government the extensive territory then subjeabetti¢ British
sway appeared, to men of reflection, a  wordafbtful
practicability, nor were they mistaken in their fmures.

The seeds of discord were soon planted and spagdilv up to the rending of the empire. The high
notions of liberty and independence, which werdurad in the Colonies by their local situation, dnel
state of society in the new world, were increasgthb removal of hostile neighbors. The eventhef t
war had also given them some experience in milibgrations and some confidence in their own abilit
Foreseeing their future importance, from the rapitease of their numbers and extension of their
commerce, and being extremely jealous of theirtsiginey readily admitted, and with pleasure inddlg
ideas and sentiments which were favorable to inuggece. While combustible materials were daily
collecting in the new world, a spark to kindle thieole was produced in the old. Nor were there vmanti
[lacking] those who, from a jealousy [suspicion]Gxfeat-Britain, helped to fan the flame. . . .

Till the year 1764, the [British commercial] colahregulations seemed to have no other objectHaut
common good of the whole empire. Exceptions tccth@rary were few and had no appearance of system.
When the approach of the Colonies to manhood nieata more capable of resisting impositions, Great
Britain changed the ancient system under whichQudonies had long flourished. When policy would
rather have dictated a relaxation of authority, rstse in her demands and multiplied her restraints.

From the conquest of Canada in 1759, some haymsag that France began secretly to lay schemes
for wresting those Colonies from Great Britain whghe was not able to conquer. Others allege rtbiatt f
that period the colonists, released from all fedidangerous neighbors, fixed their eyes on indépece
and took sundry [various] steps preparatory tcatfi@ption of the measure. Without recurring to eitife
these opinions, the known selfishness of humarraasufficient to account for that demand ondhe
side and that refusal on the other, which occasidine revolution. It was natural for Great Brit&inwish
for an extension of her authority over the Colonaasl equally so for them, on their approach taunitgt
to be more impatient of subordination and to resistry innovation for increasing the degree ofrthei
dependence.

The sad story of colonial oppression commencdbddryear 1764. Great-Britain, then, adopted new
regulations, respecting her colonies, which, aftsturbing the ancient harmony of the two countries
about twelve years, terminated in a dismembermigthteoempire.
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B Benjamin Franklin on British victories in the

French and Indian War'

New York Public Library

No one can rejoice more sincerely than | do orReduction
[defeat] of Canada; and this, not merely as | @bolnist, but as |
am a Briton. | have long been of Opinion that therfdations of
the future Grandeur and Stability of the Britishitra lie in
America, and tho’, like other Foundations, theylawe and little
seen, they are nevertheless broad and Strong emosghport the
greatest Political Structure Human Wisdom evereyetted.

Letter to Henry Home (Lord) Kames, London, 3 January 1760

| congratulate you sincerely on the signing of Bredinitive
Treaty, which if agreeable to the Preliminariesegius a Peate .
the most advantageous as well as glorious, thaewasbefore Franklin, 1763, age 58
obtain’d by Britain. Throughout this Continent hdi it universally portrait by Edward Fisher (detail)
approved and applauded, and am glad to find the &entiments
prevailing in your Parliament and the unbias’d Ré&the Nation. Grumblers there will always be
among you, where Power and Places are worth girfein and those who cannot obtain them are angry
with all that stand in their way. Such would halenmor'd against a Ministry not their particular
Friends, even if instead of Canada and Louisiaag tad obtain’d a Cession of the Kingdom of
Heaven. But Time will clear all Things, and a véew Years will convince those who at present are
misled by Party Writers that this Peace is solgthpd, and that the Nation is greatly oblig’d to tise
Counsels that have made it.

Letter to William Strahan, Virginia, 9 May 1763

B Clergymen on British victories in the French and Indian War’

... Immortal WOLFE! untimely but gloriously fal! . . . Fallen far from thy native, beloved caynt
and every near relative! Untimely for thy countmhich needs such as thou wast to conduct and @spir
her armies and lead them to victory! But still éallgloriously for thy self and for that country whi
gave birth to such a commander! Fallen in the sergf thy king, and of that country so dear to thee
and for which thou wouldst readily have laid dowarmlives than one! . . .

... Yea, we may reasonably expect that this tguwhich has in a short time and under many
disadvantages become so populous and flourishiitighwthe continued blessing of heaven, in
another century or two become a mighty empire (habmean an independent one) in numbers little
inferior perhaps to the greatest in Europe, arfdliaity to none.

Rev. Jonathan Mayhew, sermon, Boston, 25 October 1759

Now commences the Era of our Quiet Enjoyment o$¢hlLiberties which our Fathers purchased with
the Toil of their whole Lives, their Treasure, thBlood. Safe from the Enemy of the Wildernesse saf
from the griping hand of arbitrary Sway and crugp&stition. Here shall be the late founded Seat of
Peace and Freedom. Here shall our indulgent Motttey,has most generously rescued and protected
us, be served and honored by growing Numbers Wiy, Love and Gratitude, till Time shall be no
more.

Rev. Thomas Barnard, sermon, Salem, Massachusetts, 25 May 1763

! The Papers of Benjamin Franklin, American Philosophical Society & Yale University, Doc. 624148; permission pending.
2 Treaty of Paris ending the French and Indian War, signed 10 February 1763.
% Early American Imprints: Doc. #8417, 9334; courtesy of the American Antiquarian Society with ReadEx/NewsBank.
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Library of Congress

A Design to Represent the Beginning and Completion of an American Settlement or Farm, engraving by James Peake after
painting by Paul Sandby after design by Gov. Thomas Pownall; in Scenographia Americana, London, 1768

“some new state of things arising . . . some new crisis forming”

Gov. Thomas Pownall __ The Administration of the Colonies __ 1764
EXCERPTS

Thomas Pownall, an Englishman who had served as the royal governor of several colonies, designed the engraving above to
represent the colonies’ growth as from a rude settler's hut to an established farm (left to right). Observing the power struggles
between the colonies and the Crown during the French and Indian War (1754-1763), he published The Administration of the
Colonies as a warning to Britain 0 implement clear central governance over the colonies while respecting their treasured
privileges, or jeopardize Britain’s future as a global commercial power.

While convinced that the colonies would never revolt for independence, Pownall predicted their resistance to Britain’s increased
imperial authority and military presence after the war. Don't think of the colonies as "mere appendages to the realm," he counsels,
but as loyal partners in “one organized whole, the commercial dominion of Great Britain.” What must not happen, he emphasizes, is
the colonies becoming unified as an entity in the commercial system.

he several changes in interests and territoriestwin@ve taken place in the colonies of the

European world on the event of Pedtave give a general impression of some new sfate o

things arising. One cannot but observe that treeseme general idea of some revolution of
events beyond the ordinary course of things, soeneml apprehension of something new arising in the
world, of some new channel of business, applicetbleew powers]l something that is to be guarded
against on one hand, or that is to be carried vartdge on the other. There is an universal appsite

National Humanities Center, 2010: nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/. Spelling, punctuation, and paragraphing modernized by NHC for clarity. Full text
online in Early Canadiana Online, Library and Archives Canada, at www.canadiana.org/ECO/ItemRecord/20379?id=fc1d3e865afbb0d. Permission
pending from Canadiana.org. Complete image credits at nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/makingrev/imagecredits.htm.

* Britain’s victory in the French and Indian War (1754-1763).
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of some new crisis forming: yet one does not find

anywhere, in all these various impressions of this ~ “the spirit Of commerce will become

matter, any one precise comprehensive idea of h domi 9
this great crisis; and consequently all that is that predominant power

proposed is by parts, without connection to any
whole, . ..

This has tempted me to hazard my sentiments erstitject. My particular situation gave me early
opportunity of seeing and observing the state iobthwhich have been long leading to this cristsave
seen and mark’d where it was my duty, this nascesit at the beginning of this war, and may affirm
have foreseen and foretold the events that now form.

.. . [S]ince the people of Europe have formed ttemmunication with the commerce of Asia;
have been settling on all sides of the Atlantic@cand in America, and possessing every seat and
channel of commerce, and have planted and raisedcsbmmerce and imperial expansion] to an interest
which has taken roof] since they now feel the powers that derive froim #md are extending it to a
combining it with others, the spirit cdbmmercewill become that predominant power which will form
the general policy and rule the powers of Europé;teence a grand commercial interest, the basis of
great commercial dominion, under the present sitecrcumstances of the world, will be formed and
arise. The rise and forming of this commercial duon is what precisely constitute the present grisi

It is now the duty of those who govern us to céoryard this state of things . . . that our kingdo
may be no more considered as the mere kingdomsofsth, with many appendages of provinces,
colonies, settlements, and other extraneous fmt®s a grand marine dominion, consisting of our
possessions in the Atlantic and in America unitéd a one interest, in a one center where thec$eat
government is. As the rising of this crisis aboesatibed forms precisetiie objecton which
government should be employed, so the taking legadieasures towards the forming all these Atlantic
and American possessions into

a one dominion, of which “forming all these Atlantic and American possessions into
Great Britain should be the . . . ..

commercial center. to which it a one dominion, of which Great Britain should be the
should be the sprir;g of power, commercial center, to which it should be the spring of
is theprecise dutyof power, is the precise duty of government at this crisis”

government at this crisis. . . .

It becomes the duty of the mother country to refuand cultivate, to protect and govern the colo-
nies, which nurture and government should precigigbct its care and influence to two essentiahfoi

1st, That all the profits of the produce and maaotufres of these colonies center in the mothertcgun
and

2dly, That the colonies continue to be the sobkspecial proper customers of the mother country.
It is on thisvaluable consideratiofas Mr. Dummer, in his prudent and spirited defesfae colonies
says) they have a right to the grants, charters, @@k, and protection which they receive; and atso o
the other hand, it is from these grants, charfeigileges and protection given to them that theheo
country has an exclusive right to the externaliggaff their laborr and to their custom. . . .

It has been often suggested that care shouldkba ta the administration of the plantations [colo-
nies], lest in some future time these colonies khbecome independent of the mother country. But
perhaps it may be proper on this occasion, nayjlstice to say it, that if by becoming indepantds
meant a revolt, nothing is further from their natuheir interest, their thoughts. If a defectioomi the

® Jeremiah Dummer, A Defense of the New England Charters, 1721: a successful appeal to oppose Parliament's revoking the original New England
charters—the documents that established the colonies' rights and privileges, including self-governance—and imposing closer more imperial authority
over the colonies. Excerpts at nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/becomingamer/american/text2/text2read.htm.
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alliance of the mother country be suggested, ihbtmbe and can be truly said that their spirficb

the sense of such. . . nothing can eradicate fhain hearts their natural, almost mechanical, &ffiado
Great Britain, which they conceive under no otlegrse, nor call by any other name, than th&toofie
Besides, the merchants are, and must ever beg@t greasure allied with those of Great Britain.iThe
very support consists in this alliance. The libentyg religion of the British colonies are incompbi

with either French or Spanish government; and kmeyv full well that they could hope for neither
liberty nor protection under a Dutch one. No cirstence of trade could tempt them thus to certdim ru
Any such suggestion, therefore, is a false andstigispersion on their principles and affections, @an
arise from nothing but an entire ignorance of tegtumstances.

Yet again, on the other hand, while they «: be thoucht hich ti
remain under the support and protection of the it may be thought high time, even now, to

government of the mother country, while they inquire how far these colonies are or are not
profit of the beneficial part of its trade, while arrived’ at this time’ at an independency of
their attachment to the present royal family
stands firm, and their alliance with the mother
country is inviolate, it may be worth while to
inquire whether they may not become and act in stases independent of thgevernment and lawsf

the mother countryl and if any such symptoms should be found, eitinéneir government, courts, or
trade, perhaps it may be thought high time, evem tminquire how far these colonies are or are not
arrived at this time at an independency of the guwent of the mother countrit and if any measure of
such independency, formed upon precedents unkneiretgovernment of the mother country at the time
they were form’d, should be insisted on, when ttréeegnment of the mother country was found to be so
weak or distracted at home, or so deeply engagexhdlin Europe, as not to be able to attend tceasdrt

its right in America with its own people. Perhapsay be thought that no time should be lost toedyn

or redress these deviationsif any such be found or to remove all jealousies [suspicions] arisiragf

the idea of them, if none such really exist.

the government of the mother country”

If the colonies are to be possessed as of righgamerned by the crown . . . then a revision ekth
charters, commissions, instructions, so as to ksitiaihe rights of the crown and the privilegeshs
people, as thereby created, is all that is necgsBat while the crown may, perhaps justly andight, in
theory, consider these lands and the plantations thexeds domains, and as of special right properly
belonging to it . . 0 While this is the idea on one hand, the peopleherother say that they could not
forfeit nor lose the common rights and privilegé&nglishmen by adventuring under various disasters
and difficulties, under heavy expenses and evezgitkto settle these vast countries, to engagatired
channels of labor, thereby increasing the nationfemerce and extending its dominions; but that they
must carry with them, wherever they go, the righteing governed only by the laws of the realmydn
laws made with their own consdnt that they must ever retain with them the righhof being taxed
without their own consent or that of their repraatnes . . . .

. . . itis therefore that the people . . . .
do and ever will, until this matter be “While these totally different ideas of the principles

settled, exercise these rights and whereon the government and the people found their
privileges after the precedents claims and rights, remain unsettled and undetermined,

formed here in England . . . and itis there can be nothing but discordant jarring”
therefore also, in matters where

laws, made since [the colonies’]

establishment, do not extend to them by specialigpopthat they claim the right of directing theines

by their own laws. While these totally differeneas of the principles whereon the government aad th
people found their claims and rights, remain utegtind undetermined, there can be nothing but
discordant jarring and perpetual obstruction ingkercise of them. There can be no governmentgepisop
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so called, but merely the predominancy of one dactir the
other, acting under the mask of the forms of gowemt. . . .

New York Public Libra

... itis essential to the preservation of thge to keep [the
colonies] disconnected and independent of each.cthey are
certainly so at preseht the different manner in which they are
settled, the different modes under which they litie, different
forms of charters, grants, and frame of governrtiet possess,
the various principles of repulsian that these create the
different interests which they actuate, the religiinterests by
which they are actuated, the rivalship and jeatsugihich arise
from hence, and the impracticability, if not thepiossibility of
reconciling and accommodating these incompatit#ascand
claims, will keep them forever so. . . .

... Under the guidance of these principles, witemper and
spirit which remember that these are our own peaple
brethren, faithful, good, and beneficial subjeats] free-born
Englishmen, or by adoption, possessing all thet ffreedom
.. let a revision be made on the general and akgevern-ments

Gov. Thomas Pownall

of the colonies, of their laws and courts of justiof their trade, “these are our own people, our

and the general British laws of trade . . . ; drehtlet those brethren, faithful, good, and

measures be taken which, upon such a review, appdar beneficial subjects, and free-

necessary, and all which government can do, ortdogto at born Englishmen, or by adop-

present, will be done. . . . tion, possessing all the right of
freedom”

.. . [T]he people of the colonies say that thebitants of the
colonies are entitled to all the privileges of Esiginen, that they
have a right to participate in the legislative poveed that no commands of the crown . . . areibindpon
them, further than they please to acquiesce unarand conforntheir own actionghereto; that they hold
this right of legislature, not derived from the ggaand will of the crown . . . that this right mherent and
essential to the community, as a community of Bhgfien: and that therefore they must have all gidg;
privileges, and full and free exercise of their omith and liberty in making laws which are necesstereto,
uncontrolled by any power of the crown or of thegyoor . . . .

... And if the colonies, under “h 1 coloni ] :dered as d .
any future state of administration e several colonies, no longer considerea as domains

which they see unequal to the of the crown, mere appendages to the realm, will thus
management of their affairs, once  become united therein, members and parts of the realm,

come 1o fgell thtelr 0\{[vr:1_ h as essential parts of a one organized whole,
[commercial] strength in this way, M

their independence on government . the commercial dominion of Great Britain.
.. will not be an event so remote as

our leaders may think, which yet nothing but swadkd policy can bring on. For, on the contrary,thetr
governments and laws on a true and constitutioasitbregulate their money, their revenue, and thei
trade, and do not check [limit] their settlemetiigy must ever depend on the trade of the mothartop

for their supplies . . . they must always remaibcsdinate to it, in all the transactions of thenmunerce,

in all the operations of their laws, in every attheir government. .[J and the several colonies, no
longer considered as domains of the crown, mereragages to the realm, will thus become united there
members and parts of the realm, as essential gfaatene organized whole, titemmercial dominion of
Great Britain The taking leading measures to the forming oftlwhought, at this juncture, to be the great
object of government.
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New York Public Librar

Parliament Debates

the Stamp Act, February 1765

In early 1765 Parliament was struggling to meet the cost of defending its empire in
North Americall vastly expanded after the French and Indian War. The task
required a standing army (fulltime soldiers maintained during peacetime) since the
new territories lacked enough Englishmen to constitute local defense forces.
Regular British troops were needed to keep the peace between the French and
Indians and to deal with smuggling, land grabbing, and crime. Prime Minister
George Grenville stated the matter in its simplest terms: “The money for these
expenses must be raised somewhere.” To the British it was perfectly logical to raise
the money in the colonies; they, after all, were the chief beneficiaries of Britain’s
military exertions. Parliament settled on a simple way to obtain the needed funds,
an easy-to-collect tax on documents, i.e., the paper on which they would be
printed.

These selections from the debate on the Stamp Act in the House of Commons
illuminate how British politicians viewed the issue of colonial taxation especially
the question of taxation without representation. Written in the clipped, abbreviated
style of notes taken in haste, they record remarks made on February 6, 1765, eight

days before Grenville formally presented the Stamp Act to the House of Commons 'CeorgéiGre'hi\;‘i'IIe', Prime Minister of Great
for a vote. Britain, 1763-65; author of the Stamp Act

__DEBATE, HOUSE OF COMMONS__

Committee of Ways and Means: Resolutions for colonial stamp duties.®
6 FEBRUARY 1765___ EXCERPTS

Ordered,That it be an Instruction to the Committee of tHeole House, to whom it is referred to consider
further of Ways and Means for raising the Suppbnéed to His Majesty, that they do consider of prop
Methods for raising a Revenue in fBgtish Colonies and Plantations &mericg towards further

defraying the necessary Charges of defending, ¢tiotg and securing, the same. . . .

Mr. Grenville.Resolutions of last year read. Instruction to tloenGittee

George Grenville moved and passed to consider of means of raisingpan North America to
Pri - pay for the defense and protection of North America

rime Minister, Chancellor of . . . . . . . .
the Exchequer, Leader of the Proposed taxing America from public motive. Prevabnsiderations of his

House of Commons own choice would have prevented him if they hachtmmnsulted. Wishes
those who had gone before him had marked out atpdtim which he might more easily follow. His
conduct would then have been less liable to migoaction.

The reason of the delaying the proposal to thés ye&s to gain all possible information and to give
Americans an opportunity of conveying informatiorthis House, whose ears are always open to receive
knowledge and to act to it. The officers of theerawe have done their duty in gaining all possible
knowledge of the subject.

Objection, he said last year, that if the rightaofing was disputed he would not delay the questio
moment. Wished now to avoid that question if pdesibecause he thinks no person can doubt it.

National Humanities Center, 2010: nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/. Proceedings and Debates of the British Parliaments Respecting North America,
1754-1783, eds. R. C. Simmons & P. D. G. Thomas (London; Millwood, NY: Kraus International Publications, 1983), Vol. Il: 1765-1768, pp. 8-17;
permission pending. Some spelling and punctuation modernized by NHC for clarity. Complete image credits at nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/
makingrev/imagecredits.htm.

® Sources: 1. Ryder Diary, pp. 253-61 2. Harris Diary 3. J. Ingersoll to T. Fitch, Fitch Papers, 1I, 317-26. [Simmons & Thomas, 9]
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The objection of the colonies is from the general “The objection of the colonies is from

right of mankind not to be taxed but by their . .
representatives. This goes to all laws in gengitz. the geneml rzght of mankind not to be

Parliament of Great Britain virtually represents th taxed but by their representatives. This
whole Kingdom, not actually great trading townseTh goes to all laws in general.”
merchants of London and the East India Company are

not represented. Not a twentieth part of the peapeactually represented.

All colonies are subject to the dominion of theth@w country, whether they are a colony of thedree
or the most absolute government. As to their chatte Crown cannot exempt them by charter from
paying taxes which are imposed by the whole legista but in fact the Crown has not done it. . . .

The propriety and expedience of laying this takwith respect to the state of this countr}f. \&ith
respect to the state of America.

What exemptions will go too. The western counggitks an exemption from cider, the northern from a
duty on beer. The mischief from the 4slhillingjdbtax. The true way to relieve all is to make all
contribute their proper share. . . .

The Navy used to cost about £7 or 8 hundred thmaljssow it costs about £1,400,000 [£: English
pounds]. The money for these expenses must balrsiseewhere; however, contributors will be
displeased. That this great increase of the Naincigred in a great measure for the service otiNor
America. That the military force in North Americasaid by many military men to be not sufficient H
never heard anybody say there was more than negessa

Second, whether it is proper with regard to Anserlccan only be improper from the injustice of th
demand, or from the inability of the persons on mhbis imposed.

We have expended so much on the support and dedémorth America; we have given them so great
degree of security after they were before in cardtinvars; the French are now removed, but thelyhstile
some enemies against whom, however, Great Brisa@émiploying her troops.

The ability of the plantations [colonies]. Thetstaf the several payments for their establishnmBme.
whole of North America consists perhaps of 16 @000 inhabitants, pay only about £64,000 a year fo
its establishment, except North Carolina and Maryjavhich he has not been able to get at.

West Indies establishments amount to about £77,000

The debts of North America, except Pennsylvaniatath he has not an account, amounted to
£848,000; it did amount to about £2,000,000. . . .

The particular propriety of this mode of raisifig tax. Objection, that this tax will produce distance
and discontent and prevent improvement among tlemies. He has no motive, he can have no motive,
for taxing a colony, but that of doing his duty.tBis to this objection, when will the time come whe
enforcing a tax will not give discontent, if thesxtdoes produce it after what we have done anérmsdfffor
America? And therefore if we reject this propositimow, we shall declare that we ought not to tax th
colonies. And we need not declare after a yearis that we ought not, for then we cannot.

As to taxing themselves, how can so many coldinebe proportion which they shall pay them-
selves? Supposing each county was to do this ifeBdgsupposing we were to assess the sum and let
them tax themselves. What danger arises from\iisle they remain dependent, they must be subject t
our legislature. They have increased under forapaes and they will flourish under this. They have i
many instances encroached and claimed powers anléges inconsistent with their situation as caoémn
If they are not subject to this burden of tax, they not entitled to the privilege of Englishmen.

As to the propriety of this particular tax, tharsp tax takes in a great degree its proportion fifzen
riches of the people. As in lawsuits and commeigaltracts, it increases in proportion to the richdo
great number of officers, no unconstitutional acitigan
great Boards. “If they are not subject to this burden

He has enquired from North America whether they of tax, they are not entitled to the
objected to this particular species of tax andriwds

°« . b2
heard one gentleman propose any other. The tax in a przvzlege of Englzshmen.
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great degree executes itself, as the

instruments not stamped are null and “This law is founded on the great maxim that
void, and no person will trust that, protection is due from the Governor, and support
especially as the case may be brought by d obedi 5 h 4.7
appeal to this country. and obedience on the part of the governed.

Forgery is the only fright to be
apprehended, but severe penalties may prevertdtplinishment is in this country death. . . .

This law is founded on that great maxim that prtiee is due from the Governor, and support and
obedience on the part of the governed.

William Beckford Admits right of ta>_(ing. the.im.ports and exportsloé ttolonies, and says
M. P. [Member of Pariament the colonies all admlt this prmmplg. S

representing London: owner of The North Americans do not think an internal artbal duty the same.
Jamaican sugar plantations As to representation, all England is not represgriut it is a written part

of our constitution that it is so. When the Corrisltoughs began to send
representatives to Parliament, there were almesoity trading boroughs. They had the Stannaribg;hw
furnished them with a flourishing trade while tlestrof the country had scarce any trade.

No precedent found of foreign taxation but thetRffice, and that certainly for the conveniencehef
colonies themselves. If this principle was estélglts why not tax Ireland; the produce of this wdugd
indeed considerable. . . .

The peace acquisition. No revenue arises froluitpn the contrary a great amount of expense. The
North Americans would be glad to be rid of the pedrom the Government and the expense of suppgortin
them.

New York Public Librar

Col. Isaac Barré ... Is afraid that too much will be don

R on the one side and too much said on th
M. P., colonel in British army; . . S,
had been wounded in Canada Other. Wishes to admire Gren-ville’s
during the French and Indian prevoyance [foresight] more and [. . .]
War; supporter of American |ess. We are working in the dark, and the
fights; comed pirase "Sons o Jess we do the better. Power and right;

iberty” in the debate . .
caution to be exercised lest the power bg

abused, the right subverted, and 2 million of urespnted people
mistreated and in their own opinion slaves.

There are gentlemen in this House from the Weli¢dn but there
are very few who know the circumstances of Northetioa. We know
not yet the effect of the Act passed last year.t@Raéntended is odious
to all your colonies and they tremble at it. He wit go further upon ==
this ground. He will not raise the feeling of thertth American if he ~ Colonel Isaac Barré
will yield to anything for the safety of this comnt

He thinks part of the regulation passed last yeay wise in preventing them from getting the
commaodities of foreign countries. We know not howmethe real effect of thisSgveral illegible words
Many of the colonies are deeply indebted to thisntgy. . . .

The North Americans will complain that they atdfering by impositions while Canada is emerging
from slavery and poverty into liberty and riches. .

Sir William Meredith

M. P., representing Liverpool

. .. The safety of this country consists in thith respect that we cannot
lay a tax upon others without taxing ourselvessTinot the case in
America. We shall tax them in order to ease oueselWe ought therefore to be extremely delicate in
imposing a burden upon others which we not onlyshatre ourselves but which is to take it far fraam u

If we tax America we shall supersede the netyesbtheir assembling. . . .
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How will they pay their debts if the first fruits their commerce are to be applied to the purpotes
maintaining our army? . . .

Rose Fuller Admits the right but doubts the propriety of layithis tax. Is afraid of the
discord and confusion which it may produce. Thet Bdfice is a very small
instance of a tax forced by this country. Thisitamtended to be laid upon
very different principles. . . .

M. P., representing Maidstone;
owner of Jamaican plantations

He would have put this debate off if the delay #meluse that has
Mcﬁa;l;;z;;;v:;aiﬁiupported been made of that delay if he had heard any gasbrefor it. But he
the repeal of the Stamp Act a year later @S heard with great pleasure the right of taxingeAica asserted and
not disputed. If disputed and given up, he must gip the word
“colony” for that implies subordination.

He judged the ability of the colonies from the&rde and other circumstances which are the bestgul
of their health and vigour, and thinks they carrliterfectly well. If there is no doubt of theghit or the
ability to bear it, what other reason can theréoogutting it off.

The former delay has produced no reasons but @amgl no proofs but questions of the right to be
exempted.

State of the mother country. Planted  “If America looks to Great Britain for protection,

with so much tenderness, governed with she must enable her to protect her.”
so much affection, and established with so

much care and attention. Emancipate in
the civil and domestic, not a servile connectiéirherica looks to Great Britain for protectionesimust
enable her to protect her. If she expects ourd]estte must assist our revenue.

The ability is not denied, but it is not proveck believes they can pay it. His
objection is that it creates disgust, | had alnsagd hatred.

We did not plant the colonies. Most of them fleshfi oppression. They met with great difficulty and
hardship, but as they fled from tyranny here thayla not dread danger there. They flourished nabury
care but by our neglect. They have increased wielelid not attend to them. They shrink under ouncha

Col. Isaac Barré

. . . We are the mother country, let us be castimt to get the name of stepmother. . . .

George Grenville .. Then, as Chancellor of Exchequer he opened thedssf the day, the
American Tax by stamps, which had been in the vtesf March last. He told
us it was a new subject, of which we must judge.

He spoke to our right of taxing them. No doubt ¢a&l) of our right to bind as to laws and taxes.
Obijection: they have no representation here. AnsRatliament represents all, as well non-electss,
electors. If not, not a twentieth part of Englagdresented, not the great body of merchants, edEést
India Company, possessed of such territories. . . .

As to expediency, no doubt of that; their aid wasited, was wanted everywhere. Great and necessary
increase of the peace establishment. If said, deayot like it, no more does the west like the cide;
Scotland, the beer tax; the middle of England)dhd-tax. The interest of all was mutual. The piah
unjust, nor above their ability, their present Bistaments in America and West Indies about £13¥#0
year. In North America, a debt of about £800,00@ taxes appropriated to pay it off. Compare thisur
debt and expenses here. If the objection be reghedthe uneasiness of the colonies, answer when th
time when taxes will give no offence? Besides, wikeg to tax themselves, they could never agree. Th
tax could never be settled.

As for danger to their liberties, what is it? THegve always been restrained by government here.
Privileges and burdens must go together.

Mode of Stamps duty, an easy one to execute. &gddtself in most instances in bonds, conveyances,
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law-proceeding etc.

Concluded with remarking that protection and obedé were reciprocal. Governors owed the firshéo t
governed; the governed owed obedience to their (Bove this, the great bond of all society. Himeifthe present
subject was ready to give all information. . . .

[E]xpressed great tenderness for the
Americans. Wished we did not go too
far. Did not dispute our sovereignty.

New York Public Librar:

Col. Isaac Barré

. ... When we tax Great Britain, we
William Jackson tax our selves. When we tax America, i{
isin ease of our selveAnother reason
was transiently given too by | know not whom, whialght have
been better dwelt on. You had no army in Ameridagmvthere
was an enemy at your backs. Why talk of money ppett so
large an army now, when your enemy is expelled? . .

... Mr.Charles Townshenspoke

Charles Townshend i, favour of the Bill, took notice of

several thing Mr. Barré had said, and
concluded with the following or like words! And now will
these Americans, children planted by our care,isbad up by
our indulgence until they are grown to a degresti@ngth &
opulence, and protected by our arms, will they geut
contribute their mite to relieve us from the heaight of that

burden which we lie under?

Charles Townshend

Col. Isaac Barré When he had done, MBarré rose and having explained something which he

had before said and which Mr. Townshend had beaandng upon, he then took up the beforementioned
concluding words of Mr. Townshend, and in a mogitspl and | thought an almost inimitable manner,
said [

“They planted by your care? No! your oppressidasted them in America. They fled from your
tyranny to a then uncultivated and unhospitablentgul] where they exposed themselves to almost all
the hardships to which human nature is liable,amdng others to the cruelties of a savage foantist
subtle and | take upon me to say the most form@abhny people upon the face of God’s Earth. And
yet, actuated by the principles of true Englislettl, they met all these hardships with pleasure,
compared with those they suffered in their own ¢urirom the hands of those who should have been
their friends.

“They nourished up byourindulgence? They grew by your neglect of them:camsas you began to
care about them, that care was exercised in sepéirsgpns to rule over them, in one department and
another, who were perhaps the deputies of depistieeme member of this Housk sent to spy out their
liberty, to misrepresent their actions and to prpgn them; men whose behavior on many occasions has
caused the blood of those Sons of Liberty to regitiin them; men promoted to the highest seats of
justice, some, who to my knowledge were glad bygao a foreign country to escape being brought to
the bar of a court of justice in their own.

“They protected byourarms? They have nobly taken up arms in your defdvase exerted a valour
amidst their constant and laborious industry ferdiefense of a country, whose frontier, while dhexlc
in blood, its interior parts have yielded all itd¢ savings to your emolument. And believe meneenber
| this day told you so, that same spirit of freedahich actuated that people at first, will accompan
them still. But prudence forbids me to explain nifygather. God knows | do not at this time spesenfi
motives of party heat, what | deliver are the geawientiments of my heart, however superior torme i
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general knowledge and experience the reputable bbtys House may

be, yet | claim to know more of America than mdsyau, having seen and “They planted b}’
been conversant in that country. The people | belae as truly loyal as your care? No! . ..
any subjects the King has, but a people jealotisadf liberties and who They nourished up by
will vindicate them, if ever they should be violdiédut the subject is too :dul °
delicate and | will say no more.” your indutgences . . .
These sentiments were thrown out so entirely witlpoemeditation, so They protected by

forceably and so firmly, and the breaking off sadttéully abrupt, that the your arms? . .. And
whole House sat awhile as amazed, intently lookimd) without answering  believe me, remember
a word.

I own | felt emotions that | never felt before amdnt the next morning
and thanked Colonel Barré in behalf of my countnytfis noble and

I this day told you so,

that same spirit of

spirited speech. freedom which
However, Sir after all that was said, upon a dviof the House upon actuated that people
the question, there was about 250 to about 50vior faf the Bill. at first, will

accompany them still.

The Stamp Act was passed March 22, 1765. Nearly a year later, on March 18, 1766, Parliament repealed the Act.

Portraits courtesy of the New York Public Library.

— George Grenville, engraving by Richard Houston, mezzotint, ca. 1750-1775, after portrait by William Hoare. Digital ID 422888.
— Isaac Barré, engraving by John Hall, after portrait by Gilbert Stuart, 1787. Digital ID 465965.

— Charles Townshend, engraving by John Dixon, mezzotint, 1770, after portrait by Sir Joshua Reynolds. Digital ID 465971.
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_BriTISH MERCHANTS’ W ARNING TO BOSTON MERCHANTS, 1766_

On the Eve of the Repeal of the Stamp Act

B TWENTY-NINE LONDON MERCHANTS, Letter to Boston merchants, 28 February

1766 (excerpts), encouraging them to repudiate intemperate and violent means of protest.”

GENTLEMEN. [0 After much anxiety we have at length the pleasugequaint you that a bill is now in
the House of Commons for repealing the Stamp Act .

It has been a constant argument against the riqaain case it should take place, the parliaargnt
vote of Right will be waste paper, and that the Colonies witlenstand very well that what is pretended to
be adopted on mere commercial principles of expediés really yielded thro’ fear, and amounts tacit
but effectual surrender of its Right . . .

The event [repeal of the Stamp Act] will justifjose arguments in the strongest manner if the @slon
should triumph on the repeal, and affect to sdieeytelding of Parliament as a point gain’d over
Parliamentary authority. The Opposition (from whitra Colonies have suffered so much) would then
throw in the teeth of our friendSee your work, it is as we said, it is but tod walv’'d, what use the
Colonies make of your weak and timid measures.

GEO. HAYLEY
DANIEL VIALARS
NICHOLAS RAY
JOHN STRETTELL
JOHN CLARK

JOHN BUCHANAN
JOHN STEWART
ANTHONY MERRY
JONATHAN BARNARD

CHRISTOPHER CHAMBERS

CHARLES CROKATT
SAMUEL HANNAY
EDWARD ATHAWES
BARLOW TRECOTHICK
CAPEL HANBURY
DAVID BARCLAY, JR.
GILBERT FRANCKLYN
WILLIAM GREENWOOD
DANIEL MILDRED
WILLIAM NEATE
THOMAS LANE

T. HARRIS

EDWARD BRIDGEN
RICHARD NEAVE
GILBERT HARRISON
BROOK WATSON
GREGORY OLIVE
DENNIS DE BERDT
CHARLES OGILVIE

On the contrary, if duty, submission, and gratitbe the returns made by
the Colonies, then our friends may exult, they iseyWe are in the right, is
it not as we said? see the Colonies regained sodbiintry by our
moderation, regained with their loyalty, their affien, and their trade. . . .

You must be sensible what friends the Colonieg liead in the present
Ministry,’ and are doubtless informed what pains they haentw serve
them. It is justice likewise to them to inform ythat they had had great
difficulties to encounter in the cause, the priatipf which were unhappily
thrown in by the Colonies themselves: we meanrtteriperate proceedings
of various ranks of people on your side of the wated the difficulties of the
repeal would have been much less if they had ydhdir violence in word
and action, awakened the honor of Parliament agrelbly involved every
friend of the repeal in the imputation of betraythg dignity of Parliament. . .
If, therefore, you would make the proper returngdor country, if you have a
mind to do credit to your friends and strengthenttands of your advocates,
hasten, we beseech you, to express filial dutygaatitude to your parent
country. . ..

But if violent measures are continued and triungoinghe point gain’d, if it
is talked of as a victory, if it is said the Pariient have yielded up the Right
[to exercise its legitimate power], then indeedryenemies here will have a
complete triumph. Your friends must certainly ladlgpower to serve you,
your tax masters probably be restored and sudiradf ill consequences
follow as are easier for you to imagine than fotaudescribe . . . We have no
doubt that you will adopt the contrary conduct arailcate it to the utmost of
your influence, to which we sincerely wish the madensive regard may be
paid, and that uninterrupted mutual affection matinue between Great
Britain and her Colonies to the latest ages. Wenitteunfeigned regard,
Gentlemen,

Your affectionate friends, and humble servantsgri&ures]

" Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 2", Series, Vol. XI (1896, 1897), 446-448. Acknowledgement is due Merrill Jensen, The
Founding of a Nation: A History of the American Revolution, 1763-1775 (Hackett, 1968, 2004), for reference to this document.

8 |.e., Parliament’s authority to legislate for the nation, free from the arbitrary power of the monarch.

° King George Il dismissed George Grenville as head of the government ministry in July 1765, replacing him with Charles Watson-Wentworth.
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BENJAMIN FRANKLIN EXPLAINS THE AMERICANS’ New YorkPublc Libra
“ILL HUMOUR” TO THE BRITISH, 1768

In an essay published in The London Chronicle (January 5-7, 1768) known later as
“Causes of the American Discontents before 1768,” Franklin, serving in Britain as the
colonial agent of several colonies, attempts to explain the Americans’ increasing
resistance to British rule, especially after the Townshend Acts of 1767 and 1768.

Sir,

As the cause of the present ill humor in Amerira] of the
resolutions taken there to purchase less of ouufaetures, do not seem
to be generally understood, it may afford somesfgatiion to your
Readers if you give them the following short higtalrstate of facts. . . .

... [They say the Governors are] generally steemto the Provinces
they are sent to govern, have no estate, natunakction, or relation
there to give them an affection for the countrgt tthey come only to
make money as fast as they can; are sometimesfrui@ioos characters
and broken fortunes, sent by a Minister [membehefking’s cabinet] merely to get them out of theyw
that as they intend staying in the country no lotigan their government continues, and purposeaed no
family behind them, they are apt to be regardlé#isengood will of the people, and care not whataisl or
thought of them after they are gone. Their situatibthe same time gives them many opportunitideily
vexatious, and they are often so, notwithstandieq tlependence on the Assemblies for all thatqdart
their support [salary] that does not arise frons festablished by law, but would probably be muckerso
if they were to be supported by money drawn froepglople without their consent or good will, whigh
the professed design of this new act. That, if leans of these forced duties, Government is to jygosted
in America without the intervention of the Asserablitheir Assemblies will soon be looked upon as
useless, and a Governor will not call them [intssgn], as having nothing to hope from their megtand
perhaps something to fear from their enquiries amd remonstrances [petitions/declarations] ag#iisst
Mal-administration. That thus the people will bg@ideed of their most essential rights. . . .

As toJudgeghey allege that, being appointed from hence §i3jtand holding their commissionst
duringgood behavioras in Britain, but duringleasure™® all the weight of interest or influence would be
thrown into one of the scales (which ought to Hd keen) if the salaries are also to be paid odlutits
raised upon the people without their consent adegandent of their Assemblies’ approbation or
disapprobation [approval or disapproval] of theghsl behavior. That it is true, Judges should &e from
all influence; and therefore, whenever Governmeng kill grant commissions to able and honest Judge
during good behavior, the Assemblies will settlenmenent and ample salaries on them during their
commissions. But at present they have no other sngfagetting rid of an ignorant or an unjust Ju¢hged
some of scandalous characters have, they saysbestimes sent them) but by starving him out. . . .

The colonists being thus greatly alarmed, asd afore, by the news of the Act for abolishing the
Legislature of New York! and the imposition of these new duties professiediguch disagreeable
purposes (accompanied by a new set of revenueiaffigith large appointments, which gave strong
suspicions that more business of the same kindse@s to be provided for them, that they might ehese
salaries), began seriously to consider their sinatnd to revolve afresh in their minds grievanebih,
from their respect and love for this country, they long borne and seemed almost willing to forget.
They reflected how lightly the interest of all Ariwer had been estimated here, when the interesesf a
inhabitants of Great Britain happened to have thallest competition with it.

That thus the whole American people were forbidtleradvantage of a direct importation of wine, oil
and fruit from Portugal, but must take them load@d all the expenses of a voyage 1000 leaguesdroun

Franklin, 1763
portrait by Edward Fisher (detail)

0 | e., at the pleasure of the king; with no set term.
™ For refusing to fully comply with the Quartering Act that required colonial legislatures to supply funds for the food, provision, and housing of British
troops in the colonies.
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about, being to be landed first in England to bghipped for America, expenses amounting in wae @
least to 30 per cent more than otherwise they woaled been charged with, and all this merely tHatna
Portugal merchants in London may gain a commissiothose goods passing through their hands. . . .
That on a slight complaint of a few Virginia meaalts, nine colonies had been restrained from making
paper money [which had] become absolutely necessdgir internal commerce from the constant
remittance [payment] of their gold and silver tdé&n. But not only the interest of a particuladyaf
merchants, the interest of any small body of Britredesmen or artificers has been found, theyteay,
outweigh that of all the King's subjects in theariks. There cannot be a stronger natural rigint tiet of
a man’s making the best profit he can of the nhpraduce of his lands, provided he does not theheiot
the state in general. Iron is to be found everywli®America, and beaver furs are the natural predd
that country; hats and nails and steel are wahta@ &as well as here. It is of no importance tactramon
welfare of the empire whether a subject of the ISiggts his living by making hats on this or thdesof
the water. Yet the Hatters of England have preddieobtain an Act in their own favor, restrainthgt
manufacture in America in order to oblige the Arcanis to send their beaver to England to be
manufactured, and purchase back the hats, loadiedhei charges of a double transportation. . . .

Added to these, the Americans remembered theutlsbezing the most cruel insult that perhaps was
ever offered by one people to another, that of gimptour gaols [jails] into their settlements, Santl too
having within these two years obtained the privlédiad not before of sending its rogues andinglalso
to the plantation¥

| say, reflecting on these things, they said te amother (their newspapers are full of such disem)
these people are not content with making a monagfals, forbidding us to trade with any other coyiof
Europe and compelling us to buy everything of themThus they get all our money from us by tramte]
every profit we can anywhere make by our fishenes,produce, or our commerce, centers finally with
them; but this does not signify. It is time theniake care of ourselves by the best means in avepdet
us unite in solemn resolutions and engagementsanitito each other, that we will give these nevcerf§
as little trouble as possible by not consumingBtitish manufactures on which they are to levydhées.
Let us agree to consume no more of their expemgEvwagaws. Let us live frugally, and let us industsiy
manufacture what we can for ourselves: Thus we bhalble honorably to discharge the debts wedjrea
owe them, and after that we may be able to kee soamey in our country, not only for the uses af ou
internal commerce but for the service of our grasiSovereign whenever he shall have occasion &mit
think proper to require it of us in the aldnstitutionalmanner.

For notwithstanding the reproaches thrown outreais in their public papers and pamphlets,
notwithstanding we have been reviled in their SemaRebelsandTraitors, we are truly a loyal people.
Scotland has had its rebellions and England its gigainst the present Royal Family, but America is
untainted with those crimes. There is in it scarcaan, there is not a single native of our counwtrg is not
firmly attached to his King by principle and byextfion. But a new kind of loyalty seems to be resplibf
us, a loyalty to P[arliamen]t, a loyalty that issxtend, it is said, to a surrender of all our préips
whenever a H[ouse] of C[ommons], in which thenedsa single member of our choosing, shall thibkofi
grant them away without our consent, and to a piasigffering the loss of our privileges as Engligtmnif
we cannot submit to make such surrender. We weaated too far from Britain by the Ocean, but we
were united to it by respect and love, so that edccat any time freely have spent our lives attle li
fortunes in its cause: But this unhappy new sysiepolitics tends to dissolve those bands of uaiod to
sever us forever.

These are the wild ravings of the at presentdisifacted Americans. To be sure, no reasonableman
England can approve of such sentiments, and,ad before, | do not pretend to support or justifgm.
But | sincerely wish, for the sake of the manufeettand commerce of Great Britain, and for the sékiee
strength which a firm union with our growing colesiwould give us, that these people had neverthasn
needlessly driven out of their senses. | am, y&zs,

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

2 As indentured servants.
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_Tue Massacuuserts Circurar LeTTer, 1768_
[EXCERPTS]
In February 1768 the Massachusetts House of Representatives sent to all colonial assemblies a letter, written by Samuel Adams,”
promoting the unified opposition of the colonies to the Townshend Acts, and asserting that only the colonial assemblies, not
Parliament, had the authority to tax the colonists [0 an early statement of this radical concept. When the British ordered the

retraction of the letter, the Massachusetts House refused and was promptly dissolved by the governor, a fate shared by the Virginia
assembly the following spring when it issued resolutions in support of the Massachusetts resolutions.

The House have humbly represented to the miniBuitish cabinet] their own sentiments:

— that his Majesty’s high court of Parliament ie #upreme legislative power over the whole empire;

— that in all free states the constitution is fixadd as the supreme legislative derives its p@andrauthority
from the constitution, it cannot overleap the bauoflit without destroying its own foundation;

— that the constitution ascertains and limits tsathereignty and allegiance, and, therefore, hisebtgjs
American subjects, who acknowledge themselves bbyrte ties of allegiance, have an equitable ctaim
the full enjoyment of the fundamental rules of Bréish constitution;

— that it is an essential, unalterable right irun@tengrafted into the British constitution, dsirrdamental
law, and ever held sacred and irrevocable by thgests within the realm, that what a man has hdyest
acquired is absolutely his own, which he may fregle but cannot be taken from him without his @orts

— that the American subjects may, therefore, exatusf any consideration of charter rights, witdecent
firmness, adapted to the character of free mersabjbcts, assert this natural and constitutiomgtri

It is moreover their humble opinion, which theyesss with the greatest deference to the wisdotheoParlia-
ment, that the Acts made there imposing dutiesherpeople of this province, with the sole and espraurpose of
raising a revenue, are infringements of their ratand constitutional rights; because, as theyateepresented in
the British Parliament, his Majesty’s commons iiit@n, by those Acts, grant their property withtheir consent.

This House further are of opinion that their cd@nsnts, considering their local circumstancesncaiby any
possibility be represented in the Parliament, &adl it will forever be impracticable that they skibhe equally
represented there and, consequently, not at atiglseparated by an ocean of a thousand leaguashih
Majesty’s royal predecessors, for this reason, \eaeiously pleased to form a subordinate legistatiere, that
their subjects might enjoy the unalienable righa @épresentation; . . .

. .. They have also submitted to consideratioptivr any people can be said to enjoy any degréeedom if
the Crown, in addition to its undoubted authorityonstituting a governor, should appoint him sadtipend as it
may judge proper without the consent of the peapkkat their expense; and whether, while the judfidse land
and other civil officers hold not their commissiahging good behavior, their having salaries apjgairior them by
the Crown, independent of the people, hath nohdetecy to subvert the principles of equity and egga the
happiness and security of the subject.

Response from the Earl of Hillsborough, British Secretary for Colonial Affairs,
to the Governors in America, 21 April 1768 [EXCERPTS]

As his Majesty considers this Measure [the Masssetts circular letter] to be of a most dangerouadious
tendency calculated to enflame the minds of higig®abjects in the Colonies, to promote an unwaalzdat
combination and to excite and encourage an opeasiign to and denial of the Authority of Parlianhef to
subvert the true principles of the constitutions ihis Majesty’s pleasure that you should, immisdjeupon the
Receipt hereof, exert your utmost influence to defiis flagitious [heinous/criminal] attempt tcstlirb the Public
Peace by prevailing upon the Assembly of your Rroito take no notice of it, which will be treatimgyith the
contempt it deserves.

The repeated proofs which have been given by gseibly of their Reverence and respect for the,land of
their faithful Attachment to the Constitution, |eahttle Room in his Majesty’s Breast to doubt lo¢ir showing a
proper Resentment of this unjustifiable Attemptewive those distractions which have operated dlyeo the
prejudice of this Kingdom and the Colonies; andoadingly his Majesty has the fullest confidencéhair
Affections. But if, notwithstanding these expeata and your most earnest endeavors, there shppéhain the
Assembly of your Province a disposition to recavegive any Countenance to this Seditious Papeiillibe your
duty to prevent any proceeding upon it by an immatedProrogation or Dissolution [of the colonialexably].

" Full text in The Avalon Project (Yale Law School) at avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/mass_circ_let_1768.asp.
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Healsoceotperaiania “To divide, and thus to destroy”

LETTERS from a FARMER in
PENNSYLVANIA

To the INHABITANTS of the BRITISH COLONIES

John Dickinson

LETTERS ONE & TwoO, Dec. 2 & 7, 1767

Pennsylvania Chronicle and Universal Advertiser

In twelve essays widely read in colonial newspapers and soon printed as a
pamphlet, John Dickinson urged firmer American resistance to Britain’s increased
restrictions and bemoaned the complacency exhibited by Americans after the
repeal of the Stamp Act in 1766. Perhaps the hated stamp tax was history, but
Parliament had passed new laws and begun to enforce existing laws that would

John Dickinson, 1770 become as reviled as the Stamp Act. First, in the Declaratory Act of 1766, Parlia-
oil portrait by Charles Willson Peale ment affirmed its authority to legislate for the colonies and “bind the colonies and
people of America . . . in all cases whatsoever.” A clear statement of who's boss.

Then, with the Townshend Acts of 1767, Parliament placed “direct” taxes on specific British goods, a first in the commercial
relationship between Britain and the American colonies. Finally, when the New York assembly failed to fully comply with Quartering
Act of 1765, which required colonial authorities to house British troops in unoccupied buildings and furnish them with food and
supplies, Parliament suspended the power of the assembly until it complied in full. (The Quartering Act is the prime reason for the
Third Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.™)

The son of a prominent Quaker family, John Dickinson (1732-1808) was born on his family’s tobacco plantation in Maryland. A
lawyer and colonial legislator, he served in the First and Second Continental Congresses but refused to sign the Declaration of
Independence because he believed the colonies were not ready to sever themselves from Great Britain. Nonetheless, he fought
against the British as an officer in the Pennsylvania Militia and after the Revolution played a significant role in the life of the nation.

B LETTER ONE, Dec. 2, 1767, Pennsylvania Chronicle and Universal Advertiser

Many Americans saw the demand to feed and house British soldiers as a tax upon the colonists, no less pernicious than the tax
imposed by the Stamp Act. When the New York Assembly refused to comply fully with the Quartering Act (partly due to a budget
shortfall), Parliament in effect dissolved the assembly until it would capitulate. In his first letter, Dickinson spells out the implications
of the punishment Parliament visited upon New York. “If they [the people of New York] may be legally deprived . . . of the privilege of
legislation, why may they not, with equal reason, be deprived of every other privilege?” Parliament, Dickinson argues, is attempting
to compel the people of New York to submit to its will. He sees no difference between such legislative compulsion and the use of
troops. Making his case with careful logic, he continually points out that what affects one colony affects all of them.

My dear COUNTRYMEN,

am aFarmer, settled, after a variety of fortunes, near thekisaof the riveDelawarein the province

[colony] of Pennsylvanial received a liberal education, and have beeaged in the busy scenes of
life, but am now convinced that a man may be aphaythout bustle as with it. My farm is small; my
servants are few and good; | have a little monegtatest; | wish for no more; my employment in my
own affairs is easy; and with a contented, gratefinid, undisturbed by worldly hopes or fears relgtio
myself, | am completing the number of days allottedhe by divine goodness.

BEING generally master of my time, | spend a good dtdlio a library, which | think the most

valuable part of my small estate; and being acdediwith two or three gentlemen of abilities and
learning who honor me with their friendship, | haaguired, | believe, a greater knowledge in histor

National Humanities Center, 2010: nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/. As published in pamphlet form; Early American Imprints, Doc. 10875, courtesy

of the American Antiquarian Society with ReadEx/NewsBank. Some spelling and punctuation modernized by NHC for clarity. Numbered footnotes

added by NHC. Complete image credits at nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/makingrev/imagecredits.htm.

3 No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed
by law. [U.S. Constitution, Third Amendment]
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and the laws and constitution of my country thageserally attained by men of my class, many ofrthe
not being so fortunate as | have been in the oppibies of getting information.

FrRoOM my infancy | was taught to loveumanityandliberty. Enquiry and experience have since
confirmed my reverence for the lessons then givenby convincing me more fully of their truth and
excellence. Benevolence toward mankind excitesesigor their welfare, and such wishes endear the
means of fulfilling themThesecan be found in liberty only, and therefore hersd cause ought to be
espoused by every man, on every occasion, to thesfitof his power. As a charitable but poor person
does not withhold himite" because he cannot relieak the distresses of the miserable, so should not
any honest man suppress his sentiments concemaieddm, however small their influence is likelybi
Perhaps he “may touch some whé&dihat will have an effect greater than he couldosably expect.

THESEbeing my sentiments, | am encouraged to offeiotq yny countrymen, my thoughts on some
late [recent] transactions that appear to me toflllee utmost importance to you. Conscious of my
defects, | have waited some time, in expectatioseeing the subject treated by persons much better
qualified for the task; but being therein disappaihy and apprehensive that longer delays will be
injurious, | venture at length to request the attenof the public, praying that these lines mayrdsed
with the same zeal for the happines8dfish America with
which they weravrote, With a good deal of surprise

WITH a good deal of surprise | have observed that littl I have observed that little notice
notice has been taken of an act of Parliamentjagadnos in its
principle to the liberties of these colonies asSamp Act has been taken of an act of
was: | mean the act for suspending the legislaifdiew York Parliament as injurious in its

THE as_sembly of tha_lt government c_omplied with a former principle to the liberties of these
act of Parliament requiring certain provisions ¢éonbade for .
the troops iMAmericain every particular, | think, except the colonies as the Stamp Act was: I
articles of saltpepperand vinegar. In my opinion they acted mean the act for suspending the
imprudently, considering all circumstances, in carnplying legislation of New York.
so far as would have given satisfaction, as sevetahies did.

But my dislike of their conduct in that instances imt blinded me so much that | cannot plainly piee
that they have been punished in a manner pernitdosiericanfreedom and justly alarming to all the
colonies.

IF theBritish Parliament has a legal authority to issue an diddrwe shall furnish a single article for
the troops here, and to compel obediendababorder, they have the same right to issue an owtard
supply those troops with arms, clothes, and evecgssary, and to compel obediencthad order also;
in short, to layany burdenghey please upon us. What is this tauing us at acertain sumand leaving us
only themannerof raising it? How is this mode more tolerablerthiaeStamp A@ Would that act have
appeared more pleasingAmericangf, being ordered thereby to raise the sum totdhe taxes, the
mighty privilege had been left to them of sayingvhauch should be paid for an instrument of writorg
paper, and how much for another on parchment?

AN act of Parliament commanding us to do a certamytlif it has any validity, is &axupon us for the
expense that accrues in complying with it, andtit reason, | believe, every colony on the contitieat
chose to give a mark of their respect@eat Britain in complying with the act relating to the troops,
cautiously avoided the mention of that act, lesirtbonduct should be attributed to its supposédigation.

THE matter being thus stated, the assembN@# Yorkeither had or had not a right to refuse
submission to that act. If they had, and | imagiaodmericanwill say they had not, then the Parliament
hadno rightto compel them to execute it. If they had tios right, they hacho rightto punish them for
not executing it, and therefon® rightto suspend their legislation, which is a punishmknfact, if the
people ofNew Yorkcannot be legally taxed but by their own represires, they cannot be legally
deprived of the privilege of legislation, only fimsisting on that exclusive privilege of taxatidinthey

4 English coin of low monetary value, i.e., his small charitable contribution.
5 Alexander Pope (British poet), Essay on Man, 1732-1734, 1738, “So man, who here seems principal alone, / Perhaps acts second to some sphere
unknown, / Touches some wheel, or verges to some goal; / 'Tis but a part we see, and not a whole.”
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may be legally deprived in such a case of the legei of legislation, why may they not, with equal
reason, be deprived of every other privilege? Oy wiay not every colony be treated in the same
manner, when any of them shall dare to deny tlesierst to any impositions that shall be directed? Or
what signifies the repeal of ti8&amp Acif these colonies are to lose theiher privileges by not tamely
surrenderinghat of taxation?

THEREIs one consideration arising from this suspensigrich is not generally attended to, but
shows its importance very clearly. It was netessaryhat this suspension should be caused by an act of
Parliament. The Crown might have restrained thegonr ofNew Yorkeven from calling the assembly
together, by its prerogative in the royal governtaehhis step, | suppose, would have been takime if
conduct of the assembly biew Yorkhad been regarded as an act of disobedienites Crown alonebut
it is regarded as an act of “disobedience to thieaaiy of the BRITISH LEGISLATURE.” This gives the
suspension a consequence vastly more affectirggalparliamentary assertion of thgpreme authority
of theBritish legislature over these coloniestire point of taxationand is intended tooMPELNew York
into a submission to that authority. It seems tleeesto me as much a violation of the libertie $haf
people of that province, and consequently of @kéhcolonies, as if the Parliament had sent a nuaibe
regiments to be quartered upon them, till they khoamply. For it is evident that the suspensiormante
as acompulsionand thenethodof compelling is totally indifferent. It is indegmtobable that the sight of
red coats and the hearing of drums would have breest alarming, because people are generally more
influenced by their eyes and ears than by thesaeaBut whoever seriously considers the matteit mus
perceive that a dreadful stroke is aimed at thertjbof these colonies. | say, of these coloniestte
cause obneis the cause dll. If the Parliament may lawfully deprivéew Yorkof any ofherrights, it
may deprive any or all the other colonieghdir rights; and nothing
can possibly so much encourage such attempts asualm If the Parliament may
inattention to the interests of each other.divide, and thus to lawfully deprive New
destroy,is the first political maxim in attacking those avare York f fh :oht
powerful by their union. He certainly is not a wisan who folds his -or o any f’ er rignts,
arms and reposes himself at home, viewing with noem the it may deprzve any or all
flames that have invaded his neighbor’s house auithising any the other colonies of their
endeavors to extinguish them. When Mampders ship-money
case fofThree ShillingsandFour-pencewas tried, all the people of
England with anxious expectation, interested themselndhe

rights; and nothing can
possibly so much encourage

important decision; and when the slightest pointhing the such attempts as a mutual
freedo_r{lh of onle cglony is agitt?kt]e(_j, I'e?rnevstlyw:mtall l’;he re_zt inattention to the interests
may with equal ardor support their sister. Very mowy be said on . .
this subject, but | hope more at present is unsecgs of each other. To dz.vzde,
WITH concern | have observed thab assemblies of this and thus to destroy, is the
province have sat and adjourned without takingrastice of this act. first political maxim in

It may perhaps be asked: what would have been pfopthem to
do? | am by no means fond of inflammatory measurastest them. . .
| should be sorry that anything should be done iight justly powerful by their union.
displease our sovereign or our mother country:&Bfitm, modest

exertion of a free spirit should never be wantiilagKing] on public occasions. It appears to me ithat
would have been sufficient for the assembly to tadered our agents to represent to the King's
ministers their sense of the suspending act apdatp [petition] for its repeal. Thus we should h&egne
our testimony against it, and might therefore reabty expect that, on a like occasion, we migheinee
the same assistance from the other colonies.

attacking those who are

Concordia res parvae crescent.
Small things grow great by concord.

A FARMER
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American Antiquarian Society BOSTON COMMITTEE OF CORRESPONDENCE
At a Meeting of the Freeholders and other Document known as
Inbabitants of the Town of BosToNw, duly
warned and affembled inFanevil- Flall accord- The “BosTON PAMPHLET”

ing to Law,on Friday the 20th of November,
1772 ; then and there to receive and ait

:i’;?,f;:;i‘{;}’,%fé:,fgiﬁ‘ ;r””,f’,;':;"ff,,:ﬁ A. The Rights of the Colonists
ntl, otber Things as t pro- . . .
P’f:b oo ok phe. Golrrationf- e B. Violations of Those Rights
g C. A Letter of Correspondence
TheHonorable JOHN HANCOCK, Efg ;
Being unanimoufly chofen Moderator, I 7 7 2

! ] . i EXCERPTS
The Chairman of faid Committee acquaint-

ed bim that be -was ready to make Re-

port, and read t/;ej?zme as follows. Alarmed by Britain’s decision to remove the colonial assembly’s right to pay the

governor’'s and judges’ salariesl] thus removing any power it might wield over

HE Committee appointed by the Town royal officialsC] a group of Boston citizens led by Samuel Adams, James Otis,
T the fecond Inftant ** to flate the Rights and Joseph Warren formed a citizens’ committee to oppose the action. The
:ir'lli':uE:_"‘:'s"g;c:“‘:f{.;‘l:;iﬁl:;‘s"":n‘j - committee compiled a three-part document soon known as the “Boston
Subjets ; tc communicate and publih the fame Pamphlet” and distributed it throughout the colony. The document (1) asserted
B to the colonists’ rights as men under natural law, as Christians under God’s law in

o the New Testament, and as British subjects under the British constitution; (2)
The “B n Pamphlet”: The V n ) o . o L
Prgcee?j?;%s o?thg F?éeholgergt:r?daottjher listed twelve violations of those rights by Britain; and (3) invited response from
Inhabitants of the Town of Boston, in Town other Massachusetts towns. Soon over one hundred new town “committees of
Meeting Assembled, 1772, p. 1 (detail) correspondence” had been formed in Massachusetts.

he Committee, appointed by the Town the seconamh$pf the month] “to state the Rights of the
Colonists and of this Province in particular, asniyies Christians, and as Subjects; to communicate
and publish the same to the several Towns in tioigipce and to the World, as the Sense of this Town
with the Infringements and Violations thereof thave been, or from Time to Time may be made. Also
requesting of each Town a free Communication af $entiments on this Subjelctd] beg leave to
report.
First, A State of the Rights of the Colonists and of fAfovince in particular.
SecondlyA List of the Infringements and Violations of g@Rights.

Thirdly, A Letter of Correspondence with the Other Towns.

__[The Rights of the Colonists]__

I. Natural Rights of the Colonists as Men.

Among the natural Rights of the Colonists are¢h&drst, a Right td.ife; secondly, to
Liberty; thirdly, to Property, together with the Right to support and defendrttie the best
Manner they can. Those are evident Branches dfersthan Deductions from, the Duty of Self-
Preservation, commonly called the first Law of Niatu

All Men have a Right to remain in a State of Natas long as they please: And in case of
intolerable Oppression, civil or religious, to leahe Society they belong to and enter into another

When Men enter into Society, it is by voluntarynSent, and they have a Right to demand and insist

upon the performance of such Conditions and previdgmnitations as form an equitalbeiginal
Compact

National Humanities Center, 2010: nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/. The Votes and Proceedings of the Freeholders and Other Inhabitants of the
Town of Boston, In Town Meeting Assembled, According to Law, Boston, 28 October 1772; Early American Imprints, Doc. 12332; American Antiqua-
rian Society with Readex/Newsbank; permission pending for digital image. Reprinted in The Writings of Samuel Adams, ed. Harry Alonzo Cushing,
(New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1904-1908), Vol. II: 1770-1773, pp. 350-374. Spelling and punctuation modernized by NHC for clarity. Numbered
footnotes and bracketed annotations added by NHC. Complete image credits at nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/makingrev/imagecredits.htm.
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Every natural Right not expressly given up or,
from the nature of a Social Compact, necessaritede
remains.

All positive and civil Laws should conform, as far
as possible, to the Law of natural Reason and f£quit

As neither Reason requires nor Religion permits
the contrary, every Man living in or out of a Stafe
civil Society has a Right peaceably and quietly to
worship GD according to the Dictates of his
Conscience.

“Just and true Liberty, equal and impartial
Liberty’*® in Matters spiritual and temporal is a Thing
that all Men are clearly entitled to by the eterauadl
immutable laws of @D and Nature, as well as by the
Law of Nations, & all well-grounded municipal Laws,
which must have their Foundation in the former.

In Regard to Religion, mutual Toleration in the
different Professions [denominations] thereof isatvh
all good and candid Minds in all Ages have ever

Museum of Fine Arts, Boston

practiced, and, both by Precept and Example, iatedt Oil portrait of Samuel Adams, ca. 1772, by John
on Mankind. And it is now genera”y agreed among Singleton Copley (photograph O Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)
Christians that this Spll’lt of Tpleratlor_l, _In thﬂ,lé_St Adams was a cofounder of the Boston Committee of
Extent consistent with the Being of Civil SOCE‘{% Correspondence and a primary author of the “Boston
the chief characteristical Mark of the true Chutch. Pamphlet.” Later he served as a delegate to
Insomuch that Mr. Locke has asserted and proved, Uit EamTE ) EErETEEs 11 2 iR i,

beyond the Possibility of Contradiction on anyd@oli
Ground, that such Toleration ought to be extendeadltwhose Doctrines are not subversive of
Society. The only Sects which he thinks ought toaoel which by all wise Laws are excluded
from such Toleration, are those who teach Doctrindwersive of the civil Government under
which they live. The Roman Catholics, or Papists,excluded by Reason of such Doctrines as
these, “that Princes excom-municated may be depagedhose that they calereticsmay be
destroyed without Mercy”; besides their recognizing Pope in so absolute a Manner, in
Subversion of Government, by introducing as fap@ssible into the States under whose
Protection they enjoy Life, Liberty and Propertyatt Solecism [error in language] in Politics,
Imperium in imperig leading directly to the worst Anarchy and Confusicivil Discord, War
and Bloodshed.

The natural Liberty of Man, by entering into Sagjas abridg’d or restrain’d so far only as is
necessary for the great End of Society, the besti®@bthe Whole. . . .

“The natural Liberty of Man is to be free from any superior Rown Earth and not to be under the
Will or legislative Authority of Man, but only toave the Law of Nature for his Rule.”

In the State of Nature, Men may, as Bariarchsdid, employ hired Servants for the Defense of
their Lives, Liberties and Property, and they stiqady them reasonable Wagéavernmentvas
instituted for the purposes of common Defense,thaose who hold the Reins of Government have an
equitable natural Right to an honorable Suppornftbe same Principle “that “the Laborer is wortliy o
his Hire”; but then the same Community which thesve ought to be the Assessors of their Pay.
Governors have no Right to seek and take whatplease; by this, instead of being content with the

% A Letter Concerning Toleration, 1689, by John Locke (1632-1704), English philosopher whose Enlightenment theories, especially his concept of the
social contract, are reflected in the ideology and rhetoric of the American revolution. [Numbered footnotes added by NHC]

" See Locke’s Letters on Toleration [1689, 1690, 1692].

" A Government within a Government.

“Locke on Government. [Two Treatises of Government, 1690].
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Station assigned them, that of honorable ServdrtedSociety, they would soon become Absolute
Masters DespotsandTyrants Hence, as a private Man has a Right to say wtegad he will give in his
private Affairs, so has a Community to determinattheywill give and grant of their Substance for the
Administration of public Affairs.” And in both cases, more are ready generally tr dfffeir Service at
the proposed and stipulated Price than are ablevdlil to perform their Duty.

In short, it is the greatest Absurdity to suppibsethe Power of one or any Number of Men, at the
entering into Society, to renounce their essentiiral Rights or the Means of preserving thosdRijg
when the grand End of civil Government, from theywature of its Institution, is for the Support,
Protection and Defense of those very Rights: Tirecjpal of which, as is before observed, kife,

Liberty, andProperty. If Men through Fear, Fraud, or Mistake shomld ermsrenounce or give up any
essential natural Right, the eternal Law of Reasuhthe grand End of Society would absolutely vacat
such Renunciation: the Right to Freedom behegGiftof GOD ALMIGHTY, it is not in the Power of Man
to alienate this Gift and voluntarily become a 8lav

II. The Rights of the Colonists as Christians.

These may be best understood by reading and #grstiudying the Institutes of the great Lawgiver
and Head of the Christian Church, which are todomd clearly written and promulgated in tew
Testament

By the Act of the British Parliament commonly eallthe Toleration Act, every Subject in
England [every English citizen] except PapistsrifiRa Catholics], &c., was restored to and re-
established in his natural Right to worshipgzaccording to the Dictates of his own Conscience.
And by the Charter of this Province it is grantediain’d and establish’d (that is, declared as an
original Right) that there shall be Liberty of Coence allow'd in the Worship of @ to all
Christians, except Papists. . . .

II1. The Rights of the Colonists as Subjects [of England].
A Commonwealth or State is a Body politic or cisibciety of Men united together to
promote their mutual Safety and Prosperity by Meafrikeir Union.
Theabsolute Rightef Englishmen and all Freemen in or out of civdcity are principally
personal Securitypersonal Libertyandprivate Property
All Persons born in the British American Colonés, by the Laws of @ and Nature and by the
common Law of Englandxclusive of all CharterSom the Crown well entitled, and by Acts of the
British Parliament are declared to be entitledlittha natural, essential, inherent and insepargigéts,
Liberties and Privileges of Subjects born in Gigatiain or within
the Realm. Among those Rights are the followingiciwimo Man or The absolute Rights of
Body of Men, consistently with their own RightshMen and

Citizens, or Members of Society, can for themsebjes up or take Enghshmefl and all
away from others. Freemen in or out

First, “The first fundamental positive Law of all of civil Society
Commonwealths or States is the establishing thésladtye Power: are principally

As the first fundamentalatural Law also, which is to govern even

the Legislative Power itself, is the Preservatibthe Society.”
SecondlyThe Legislative has no Right to absolute arbjtrar .

Power over the Lives and Fortunes of the People:cdo Mortals private P roperty.

assume a Prerogative not only too high for Menftau\ngels, and

therefore reserv'd for the Exercise of eity alone. . . .

personal Security,
personal Liberty, and

Referring to the issue that spurred the creation of the Boston Committee: that the salaries of the governor, lieutenant governor, and judges would be
paid directly by Britain and not by the colonial assembly, thus eliminating the assembly’s “power of the purse.”

* See Locke and Vatel [Swiss philosopher Emerich de Vattel (1714-1767): The Law of Nations or the Principles of Natural Law Applied to the Conduct
and to the Affairs of Nations and of Sovereigns (1758)].

" Locke on Government. Salus Populi Suprema Lex esto. [“The welfare of the people shall be the supreme law.”]
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Thirdly, The Supreme Power cannot justly take from any BfanPart of his Property without his
Consent in Person or by his Representative.

These are some of the first Principles of natuaa¥ and Justice, and the great Barriers of all Free
States and of the British Constitution in particultis utterly irreconcilable to these Principlesd to
many other fundamental Maxims of the common Lawmmmn Sense, and Reason, that a British House
of Commons should have a Right, at Pleasure, ® gid grant the Property of the Colonists. Thatg¢he
Colonists are well entitled to all the essentiajiRs$, Liberties and
Privileges of Men and Freemen born in Britain isiifest, not only from The Colonists
the Colony Charters in general, but Acts of thdighiParliament. . . . have been

Now what Liberty can there be where Property kemaaway without branded with the
Consent? Can it be said with any Color of Truth dmnstice that this .
Continent of three Thousand Miles in Length, and 8readth as yet odious Names of
unexplored, in which, however, it is supposed tleeeefive Millions of Traitors and
Pe_c_)ple, ha_s the least Voice, Vote, or Ianuencm‘iancisions of the Rebels, only for
British Parliament? Have they, all together, anyeriRight or Power to ..
return a single Member to that House of Commons i@ not complaining of
inadvertently but deliberately assumed a Poweidpase of their Lives, their Grievances.
Liberties and Properties, than to choose an EmpérGhinal . . . The
Colonists have been branded with the odious Nar&gsadors and Rebels, only for complaining of thei
Grievances. How long such Treatment will or oughbé borne is submitted.

__A List of Infringements & Violations of Rights__

e cannot help thinking that an Enumeration of sofrtte most open Infringements of our

Rights will, by every candid Person, be judgedisidfit to justify whatever Measures have
been already taken, or may be thought proper taken,
in order to obtain a Redress of the Grievancesmunde
which we labor. Among many others, we humbly
conceive that the following will not fail to excithe
Attention of all who consider themselves interestethe
Happiness and Freedom of Mankind in general, and of
this Continent and Province in particular.

1st. The British Parliament have assumed the Powge
of Legislation for the Colonists in all Cases whatger
without obtaining the Consent of the Inhabitantisiclv is
ever essentially necessary to the right Establisimie
such a Legislative.

2dly. They have exerted that assumed Power in
raising a Revenue in the Colonies without their €&,
thereby depriving them of that Right which everyrMa
has to keep his own Earnings in his own Hands batil
shall, in Person or by his Representative, thintofpart
with the Whole or any Portion of it. . . .

3d|y A Number of new Officers. unknown in the Portrait of Joseph Warren by Edward Savage, n.d.,
’ ! after the portrait by John Singleton Copley,

Massachusetts Historical Society

Charter of this Province, have been appointed to ca 1772
superintend this Revenue, whereas by our Charer th A cofounder of the Boston Committee of
Great and General Court or Assembly of this Pravimas Correspondence, Warren was killed three

years later in the Battle of Bunker Hill.

the sole Right of appointing all Civil Officers, @pting

" See the Act of the last Session relating to the King’s Dock [illegible].
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only such Officers, the election and constitutibmvbom is, in said Charter, expressly excepted;ragno
whom these Officers are not included.

4thly. These Officers are, by their Commission, investigt Powers altogether unconstitutional
and entirely destructive to that Security whichhvese a right to enjoy, and to the last degree dange
not only to our property but to our lives: . . Mgjesty gives and grants unto his said Commissfoner
full Power and Authority . . . to enter and go aratd any Ship, Boat, or other Vessel . . . and ial$le
daytime to go into any House, Shop, Cellar, oratimer Place where any Goods, Wares or Merchandizes
lie concealed, or arsuspectedo lie concealed, whereof the customs and otheéeslbhiave not been or
shall not be duly paid . . . .

Thus our Houses and even our Bed-Chambers arsexpo be ransacked, our Boxes, Trunks and
Chests broke open, ravaged and plundered by Wstaliiom no prudent Man would venture to employ
even as menial Servants, whenever they are pléasay theysuspecthere are in the House, Wares, &c.
for which the Duties have not been paid. Flagrastiainces of the wanton exercise of this Power have
frequently happened in this and other seaport To8mshis we are cut off from that domestic segurit
which renders the Lives of the most unhappy in soreasure agreeable. These Officers may under color
of Law and the cloak of a general warrant brea@ubh the sacred Rights of tBemicil [private
household], ransack Men’'s Houses, destroy theinBess, carry off their Property, and with little
Danger to themselves commit the most horrid Murders

5thly. Fleets and Armies have been introduced to supipese unconstitutional Officers in
collecting and managing this unconstitutional Rexerand Troops have been quartered in this
Metropolis for that purpose. Introducing and quamtg Standing Armies in a free Country in times of
Peace without the consent of the People, eithéhdipselves or by their Representatives, is andyalwa
has been deemed a violation of their Rights asnkeee. . .

6thly. The Revenue arising from this Tax . . . has been in
part applied to the most destructive purposes.abiolutely This will, if accomplish’d,
necessary in a mixt Government like that of thisvitrce thata ~ complete our Slavery. For if
due proportion or balance of Power should be gstadl among  Taxes are to be raised from
the several Branches of the Legislative. . . .

In particular it has always been held that theedepnce of
the Governor of this Province upon the General Abde for his

us by the Parliament of
Great Britain without our

support [i.e., salary] was necessary for the puesien of this consent, and tl'_le.Men on
Equilibrium; nevertheless his Majesty has been pleased ty appl whose opinions and
Fifteen Hundred Pounds Sterling annually out ofAh@erican decisions our Properties,
Revenue for the support of the Governor of this/PPie Liberties, and Lives in a

independent of the Assembly, . . .

And we look upon it highly probable, from the best
intelligence we have been able to obtain, thabnbt our

great measure depend,
receive their Support from

Governor and Lieutenant Governor, but the Judgéiseof the Revenues arising from
Superior Court of Judicature, as also the Kingtoatey and these Taxes, we cannot,
Solicitor General are to receive their Support fibie grievous when we think on the
tribute. This will, if accomplish’d, complete outaSery. For if depravity of mankind,

Taxes are to be raised from us by the Parliame@treét Britain
without our consent, and the Men on whose opinaors .
decisions our Properties, Liberties, and Lives great measure on the danger to which
depend, receive their Support from the Revenusigrfrom we are exposed!
these Taxes, we cannot, when we think on the dipafv
mankind, avoid looking with horror on the dangemuich we are exposed! . . .

7thly. We find ourselves greatly oppressed by Instructierd to our Governor from the Court of
Great Britain whereby the first branch of our Iéafisre is made merely a ministerial Engine. And the
Province has already felt such effects from thesttctions as we think justly entitle us to sagt they

avoid looking with horror
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threaten an entire destruction of our Liberties and
must soon, if not check’d, render every branch of
our government a useless burden upon the peoplé
We shall point out some of the alarming effects of
these Instructions which have already taken place

In consequence of instructions, the Governor
has called and adjourned our General Assemblies
a place highly inconvenient to the Members . . .

In consequence of Instructions, the Assembly
has been prorogued [postponed; suspended] fronj
time to time when the important concerns of the
Province required their meeting.

In obedience to instructions, the General
Assembly was Anno [in the year of] 1768 dissolve
by Governor Bernard because they would not
consent taescindthe Resolution of formerHouse
and thereby sacrifice the Rights of their
Constituents. . . .

8thly. The extending the power of the Courts
of Vice-Admiralty'® to so enormous a degree as
deprives the people in the colonies in a great
measure of their inestimable right to tribis Juries
which has ever been justly considered as the grarj
Bulwark and Security of English property. . . .

... We may be harassed and dragged from @
part of the Continent to the other (which some of
our Brethren here and in the country towns alread
have been) and finally be deprived of our whole
property by the arbitrary determination of one
biased, capricious Judge of the Admiralty.

9thly. The restraining us from erecting Slitting
Mills*° for manufacturing our Iron, the natural
produce of this Country, is an Infringement of that
Right with which God and Nature have invested u
to make use of our skill and industry in procuring
the necessaries and conveniences of Life. And we
look upon the Restraint laid upon the Manufacture
and Transportation of Hats to be altogether
unreasonable and grievous. Although by the Charj
all Havens, Rivers, Ports, Waters, &c. are expyess
granted the Inhabitants of the Province and their
Successors, to their only proper use and behoof
[benefit] forever, yet the British Parliament patse
an act whereby they restrain us from carrying our
Wool, the produce of our own Farms, even over a
ferry, whereby the Inhabitants have often been pu
to the expense of carrying a Bag of Wool near an

BRITAIN

BRITAIN

BRITAIN

BRITAIN

BRITAIN

BRITAIN

BRITAIN

BRITAIN

BRITAIN

BRITAIN

BRITAIN

BRITAIN

Infringements & Violations

_1
is passing laws for the colonies without thejr
consent.

is imposing taxes on the colonies without their
consent.

is appointing “officials to supervise colonig|
taxation despite the colonies’ authority to do sf.
_4
has authorized revenue officials to search cdlo-
nists’ homes, ships, etc., for goods on whigh
they suspect duties (taxes) have not been pald.
_5
has sent military troops in peacetime
to support the revenue officials in
their unconstitutional duties.

by usurping the legislature’s authority to p
the salaries of the governor, lieuten
governor, and judges.
7

has further diminished the legislature’s auth
ity by postponing and re-siting sessions, and||in
1768 by dissolving the legislatureall threat-
ening “an entire destruction of our liberties.”

has upset the_go%rnmental balance of poi/er

=
'

has deprived the colonists of their right to trigl
by jury by prosecuting cases involving col@-
nists’ property in the vice-admiralty courts,
where decisions are rendered solely by the
judge.

has placed unreasonable limits on the colonigs’
manufacturing and transporting of goods, thu
infringing on their right to “make use of our
skill and industry.”
_10_
has ordered that colonists accused of arson| or
other damage to the British navy and navpl
supplies may be taken to Britain for trial.
_ 11
threatens the colonists’ freedom of religion lﬂg
f

°2}

proposing to send an Anglican bishop
Boston to administer the colonial Church
England.
_12

has violated colonists’ property rights b
granting to others land developed by settlersuiin
the past, and by redefining colonial boun
aries, thus forcing landowners at great incgp-
venience to recertify their holdings.

81n vice-admiralty courts, decisions were made by the judge without a jury. Colonists, accustomed to jury trials, resented Britain’s increasing use of
vice-admiralty courts in the 1760s and ‘70s to prosecute a wider range of offenses, usually related to taxation and navigation acts. [NHC note]

*9 Slitting mill: a mill in which iron bars are slit into narrow strips. [NHC note]
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hundred miles by land, when passing over a Riv&¥ater of one quarter of a mile, of which the
province are the absolute proprietors, would haeeented all that trouble.

10thly. The Act passed in the last Session of the Britetidnent entitled\n Act for the better
preserving his Majesty’s Dock-Yards, Magazinesp§hmmunition and Stords, as we apprehend, a
violent Infringement of our Rights. By this Act anpe of us may be taken from his Family and carmded
any part of Great Britain, there to be tried whesrdétshall be pretended that he has been concéamned
burning or otherwise destroying any Boat or Vesselny Materials for building &c. any naval or
victualling Store, &c. belonging to his Majesty.Thus we are not only deprived of our grand Rtght
Trial by our Peers in the Vicinityout any Person suspected, or pretended to bectesp may be hurried
to Great Britain to take his Trial in any Countg tking or his Successors shall please to direcgrah
innocent or guilty, he is in great danger of beingdemned, and, whether condemned or acquitted, he
will probably be ruined by the Expense attendiregThial, and his long Absence from his Family and
Business . . ..

11thly. As our Ancestors came over to this Country thay theght not only enjoy their civil but
their religious Rights . . . we cannot see withowutcern the various attempts, which have been rmiade
are now making, to establish an American Episcofiate Episcopal brethren of the Colonies do enjoy,
and rightfully ought ever to enjoy, the free exsecdf their Religion, but as an American Episcojmtsy
no means essential to that free exercise of thaigiRn, we cannot help fearing that they who are s
warmly contending for such an Establishment haewsialtogether inconsistent with the universal and
peaceful enjoyment of our Christian privileges: . .

12thly. Another Grievance under which we labor is
the frequent Alteration of the Bounds of the Coésriby they have been most cruelly
Decisions before the King and Council . . . This oy harassed and even threatened
subjects Men to live under a Constitution to whichy . .1:
have not consented, which in itself is a great vamee, with a m111tary Force to

but moreover under Color that tRéght of Soiiis affected dragoon them into a
by such Declarations. Some Governors, or Ministars, compliance with the most
both in Conjunction, have pretended to Grantmany unreasonable demands.

Thousands of Acres of vacant and appropriated Laeds

a Century past and rendered valuable by the Lakfdie

present Cultivators and their Ancestors. Therevarg notable Instances of Settlers who, having firs
purchased the Soil of the Natives, have at corsidlerExpense obtained Confirmations of Title frdms t
Province; and on being transfer'd to the Jurisdictf the Province dflew-Hampshirdnave been put to

the Trouble and Cost of a new Grant or Confirmaffom thence; and after all this there has bednrd t
Declaration of the Royal Will that they shou’d tieeforth be considered as pertaining to the Provirice
New-York The Troubles, Expenses and Dangers which Hundir@eks been put to on such Occasions
cannot here be recited; but so much may be saitlithiby have been most cruelly harassed and even
threatened with a military Force to dragoon theta emcompliance with the most unreasonable demands.
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Benjamin Franklin

RULES
by whicha GREAT EMPIRE
may be reduced toa SMALL ONE

The Public Advertiser, London, 11 September 1773,
as printed in the Pennsylvania Gazette, 15 December 1773
Franklin wrote this satirical piece while serving in London as the colonial agent for

several colonies. His numerous letters to London newspapers presenting the
colonists’ point of view were often reprinted in colonial newspapers.

n ancient Sage boasted that tho’ he could notéjdut

knew how to make great cityof alittle one The science
that |, a modern simpleton, am about to communiisatiee very
reverse.

g
Benjamin Franklin, 1778
oil portrait by Joseph Siffred Duplessis

| address myself to all Ministéfavho have the management
of extensive dominions [empires], which from thedry greatness are become troublesome to govern
because the multiplicity of their affairs leavesTime forfiddling.

1. In the first place, gentlemen, you are to consitiet a great Empire, like a great istance of
cake, is most easily diminished at the edges. jour attention, therefore, first to °°'°f’r‘;en§
your remotest provinces, that as you get rid ofrthie next may follow in order. Britain

1. [So] that the possibility of this separation maways exist, take special care the (ignse
provinces are never incorporated with the mothentiy, that they do not enjoy the Ofpc'ggi?;z
same common rights, the same privileges in commarukthat they are governed by as briish
severerlaws, all ofyour enactingwithout allowing them any share in the choice of et
the legislators. By carefully making and preserviugh distinctions, you will (to without
keep to my simile of the cake) act like a wise gitgead baker who, to facilitate & semawn
division, cuts his dough half through in those pkevhere, when baked, he would
have itbroken to pieces

1. These remote provinces have perhaps been acqpirszhased, or conquered at the contribution
sole expensef the settlers or their ancestors without theddithe mother country. If ~ of colonies
. . . - to economic
these should happen to increase steengthby their growing numbers ready to join and military
in her wars, hecommerceby their growing demand for her manufactures, @r hg,. P
naval powerby greater employment for her ships and seamey, ey probably
suppose some merit in this, and that it entitlesrtiio some favor. You are therefore
to forget it allor resent it as if they had done you Injury. Ifytheappen to be zealous
Whigs, friends of liberty, nurtured in revolutioninciples,remember all thato their
prejudice and resolve to punish it: for such pptes, after a revolution is thoroughly
established, are oo more usgthey are evendiousandabominable
1v. However peaceably your colonies have submittedotor yovernment, shown their  coponists
affection to your interests, and patiently borneirtlygrievances, you are suppose er\rlllgg\il:r?ci
them always inclined to revolt and treat them aditgly. Quarter troops among o Britain;
them, who by their insolence mayovokethe rising of mobs, and by their bullets "eament as
- . o potential
and bayonetsuppresghem. By this means, like the husband who usesvtiiesill rebels

from suspicior you may in time convert yowwuspicionsnto realities

National Humanities Center, 2010: nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/. Spelling and punctuation modernized by NHC for clarity. Complete image credits
at nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/makingrev/imagecredits.htm.
2 Officials in the king’s cabinet; not referring to clergymen.
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V.

VI

VIIL

VIIL

IX.

Remote provinces must ha@overnorsand Judgesto represent the Royal Person guaiity and

and execute everywhere the delegated parts offfiie and authority. You ministers Ch;";;gtiﬁ;e‘g

know that much of the strength of government depemdtheopinion of the people;  goverors

and much of that opinion on the choice of rulemmcptl immediately over them. If & judges

you send them wise and good men for governors, stbdy the interest of the

colonists and advance their prosperity, they vhilhk their king wise and good and

that he wishes the welfare of his subjects. If gead them learned and upright men

for Judges, they will think him a lover of justicEhis may attach your provinces

more to his government. You are, therefore, to drefal who you recommend for

those officesd If you can find prodigals who have ruined theirtdimes, broken

gamesters or stock-jobbers, these may do welagrnorsfor they will probably be

rapacious and provoke the people by their extostioWrangling Proctors and

pettyfogging Lawyers, too, are not amiss, for thell be forever disputing and

quarrelling with their little parliaments. If withathey should be ignorant, wrong-

headed and insolent, so much the better. Attori@gsks and Newgate Solicitors

will do for Chief Justicesespecially if they hold their placesiring your pleasuré

And all will contribute to impress those ideas ofily government that are proper for

a peopleyou would wish to renounce it

To confirm these impressions and strike them deepeenever the injured come t0  gritics of

the capital with complaints of mal-administratiamppression, or injustice, punish corrupt
. . . . . and unjust

such suitors with long delay, enormous expense aditthl judgment in favor of the  governors

oppressor. This will have an admirable effect everyy. The trouble of future amudges

complaints will be prevented, and Governors andgdsdwill be encouraged to

further acts of oppression and injustice, and thethe people may become more

disaffectedand at length desperate

When such Governors have crammed their cofferavzamke themselves so odious to corrupt and

the people that they can no longer remain among théh safety to their persons, gc'f\}g:ﬁfrg

recall andreward them with pensions. You may make th&aronetstoo, if that

respectable order should not think fit to reserAlitwill contribute to encourage new

Governors in the same practices and make the sepgerernmendetestable

If when you are engaged in war, your colonies khwuig in liberal aids of men and  yeatment

money against the common enemy upon your simplgisitign, and give far beyond chfr?tIJ%TiicS)i

their abilities. Reflect that a penny taken frorarthby your power is more honorable in wartime

to you than a pound presented by their benevoleBespise, therefore, their 2 Petiions

voluntary grants, and resolve to harass them watvehtaxes. They will probably  grievances

complain to your parliaments that they are taxedalyody in which they have no

representative, and that this is contrary to commight. They will petition for

redress. Let the parliaments flout their claimgeaketheir petitions, refuse even to

suffer the reading of them, and treat the petitisn@ith the utmost contempt.

Nothing can have a better effect in producing thenation proposed, for though

many can forgive injuriesione ever forgave contempt

In laying these taxes, never regard the heavy Ingrdeose remote people already taxation

undergo in defending their own frontiers, suppagrttheir own provincial govern- considve\zlirtaht?;r:

ments, making new roads, building bridges, churclaesl other public edifices, of colonies’

which in old countries have been done to your handgour ancestors, but which ~ ®he e

occasion [cause] constant calls and demands opuises of a new people. Forget

the restraints you lay on their trade foyour own benefit and the advantage a

monopolyof this trade gives your exacting merchants. Thiokhing of the wealth

those merchants and your manufacturers acquirehdycblony commerce, their

2| e., at your determination, with no official term limit.
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XI.

increased ability thereby to pay taxes at homer, Hoeumulating in the price of their
commodities most of those taxes, and so levyingntffeom their consuming
customers. All this, and the employment and suppbthousands of your poor by

the colonists, you arentirely to forget But remember to make your arbitrary tax

more grievous to your provinces by public declaragiimporting that your power of

taxing them hago limits, so that when you take from them without their @mone

shilling in the pound, you have a clear right te tither nineteen. This will probably

weaken every idea afecurity in their propertyand convince them that under such a
governmentthey have nothing they can call their qwmwhich can scarce fail of
producingthe happiest consequentes

Possibly, indeed, some of them might still comfogmselves and say, “Though we removal of
have no property, we have yaimethingdeft that is valuable; we have constitutional rf;r']‘t’g';z
liberty both of person and of conscience. This King, théseds, and these privieges
Commons? who it seems are too remote from us to know usfaeldfor us, cannot

take from us ouHabeas Corpusight or our right of triaby a jury of our neighbors

They cannot deprive us of the exercise of our i@hig alter our ecclesiastical
constitutions, and compel us to be Papists [Romathdlics] if they please, or
Mahometans [Muslims].” To annihilate this comfdoggin by laws to perplex their
commerce with infinite regulations, impossible te emembered and observedéﬁggi';“gg d°ef
Ordain seizures of their property for every failufieake away the trial of such
property by jury, and give it to arbitrary Judgdsyour own appointing and of the appointment
lowest characters in the country, whose salarigseamoluments are to arise out of of judges
the duties or condemnations [of property], and whappointments areuring

pleasur:. Then let there be a formal declaration of bothdes that opposition to yourconsequences
edicts istreason, and that persons suspected of treason in the nuesimay, * P
according to some obsolete law, be seized andsé¢me metropolis of the empire for
trial [London]; and pass an act that those themrgdd with certain other offenses the accused
shall be sent away in chains from their friends aadntry to be tried in the same

manner for felony. Then erect a new Court of Inigjvis among them, accompanied

by an armed force, with instructions to transpdirtsach suspected persons, to be

ruined by the expense if they bring over eviderntceprove their innocence, or be

found guilty and hanged if they can't afford it. d\kest the people should think you  supreme
cannot possibly go any farther, pass another sotigunlaratory act that “King, Lords, ﬂ?;g;gg‘gnfg
and Commons had, hath, and of right ought to hallepower and authority to make  parliament
statutes of sufficient force and validity to birftetunrepresented provincesALL

CASES WHATSOEVER'? This will includespiritual with temporal, and taken together

must operate wonderfully to your purpose by conivigehem that they are at present

under a power something like that spoken of insitréptures, which cannot onkil

their bodiesbut damn their soulso all eternity by compelling them, if it pleasés,

worship the Devil

To make your taxes more odious and more likelyrazpre resistance, send from the guaiity and
capital a board of officers to superintend the emilbn, composed of the most Ofc*c‘j;'f‘g;fsf
indiscrete, ill-bred andinsolentyou can find. Let these have large salaries oth@®f officials; their
extorted revenue and live in open grating luxurpnuphe sweat and blood of the . s3>
industrious, whom they are to worry continually lwigroundless and expensive leges, and
prosecutions before the above-mentioned arbitrevgnue Judges, adk the cost of  "mer o
the party prosecutedho’ acquitted, becaugbe King is to pay neosts Let these

men by your orderbe exempted from all the common taxes and burdértbe

province, though they and their property are ptegtdy its laws. If any revenue

%2 parliament: House of Lords & House of Commons.
% From the Declaratory Act of 1764, passed by Parliament on the same day it repealed the Stamp Act.
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officers aresuspectedf the least tenderness for the people, discaththf others
are justly complained of, protect and reward thmny of the under-officers behave
so as to provoke the people to drub [criticize higlshem, promote those to better
offices: this will encourage others to procure fbemselves such profitable drub-
bings by multiplying and enlarging such provocasioandall will work towardsthe
end you aim at
XII. Another way to make your tax odious is to misapilg produce of it. If it was use of taxes
originally appropriated for thdefenseof the provinces, the better support of govern- dgfﬁg;g
ment and the administration of justice where it haypecessarythen apply none of augment
it to thatdefenseput bestow it where it inot necessaryn augmented salaries or 9o
pensions to every Governor who has distinguishedsélf by his enmity to the
people, and by calumniating them to their Sovereigns will make them pay it
more unwillingly and be more apt to quarrel witlegk that collect it and those that
imposed it, who will quarrel again with them, arldshall contribute to youmain
purpost of making thenwearyof your government
xi111. If the people of any province have been accustametipport their own Governors. .. especially
and Judges to satisfaction, you are to apprehextdgtith Governors and Judges may salaries of
. . . . .. governors
be thereby influenced to treat the people kindlg 4o do them justice. This iS  respected
another reason for applying part of that revenukariger salaries to such Governors  oonists
and Judges, given, as their commissions @ueng your pleasureonly, forbidding
them to take any salaries from their provincest thas the people may no longer
hope any kindness from their Governors or (in Crma&res) any justice from their
Judges. And as the money thus misapplied in oneimme is extorted from all,
probablyall will resent themisapplication
x1v. If the parliaments of your provinces should darelsom rights or complain of your  yeatment
administration, order them to be harassed with aegaiissolutions” If the same agfsgﬁq'gﬂg
men are continually returned by new elections, @ajotheir meetings to some resisting
country village where they cannot be accommodatetl there keep therduring imperial
pleasure For this, you know, is your REROGATIVE, and an excellent one it is, as
you may manage it to promote discontents amongé¢ople, diminish their respect,
andincrease their disaffection
xv. Convert the brave honest officers of your navy ipitmping tide-waiters and colony eatment of
officers of the customs. Let those who in time @irviought gallantly in defense of fishermen,
. . . merchant
the commerce of their countrymen, in peace be tatagbrey upon it. Let them learn  shippers,
to be corrupted by great and real smugglers; lousifow their diligence) scour with 2 coastal

farmers by

armed boats every bay, harbor, river, creek, cavaook throughout the coast of  customs
your colonies. Stop and detain every coaster, evesgd-boat, every fisherman, ohoaen
tumble their cargoes and even their ballast ingide and upside down, and if a smugglers
penn’orth of pins is found unenter&det the whole be seized and confiscated. Thus

shall the trade of your colonists suffer more fribmir friends in time of peace than it

did from their enemies in war. Then let these Baasws land upon every farm in

their way, rob the orchards, steal the pigs andtpgoand insult the inhabitants. If

the injured and exasperated farmers, unable taipeamther justice, should attack the
aggressors, drub [beat] them and burn their bgats,are to call thisigh treason
andrebellion, order fleets and armies into their country aneadken to carry all the
offenders three thousand miles [to Britain] to mnded, drawn and quartered!

This will work admirably!

24 As was done to the New York and Virginia assemblies.
% |If a penny’s worth of pins (i.e., a tiny portion of the ship’s cargo) is not listed on the required cargo inventory. Customs officials in the 1770s often
used an incomplete cargo inventory as the basis for arresting merchants and/or seizing entire ship cargoes.
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xVI. If you are told of discontents in your coloniesyeiebelieve that they are general Or response to

that you have given occasion [cause] for them. dfoee do not think of applying

complaints
and petitions

any remedy or of changing any offensive measureélréds no grievance lest theyror redress of
should be encouraged to demand the redress of stimee grievance. Grant no 9mevanees

request that is just and reasonable lest they dhnake another that is unreasonable.
Take all your informations of the state of the ciés from your Governors and
Officers in enmity with them. Encourage and rewHreseleasing-makerssecrete
[keep secret] their lying accusations lest theyusthdoe confuted [refuted; proven
wrong]; but act upon them as the clearest evidandebelieve nothing you hear from
the friends of the people. Supposeth#ir complaints to be invented and promoted
by a few factious demagogues whom, if you coulditand hang, all would be quiet.
Catch and hang a few of them accordingly, andbtbed of the Martyrsshallwork
miraclesin favor of your purpose.

xVIlL If you seerival nationsrejoicing at the prospect of your disunion withug@rovinces  response to

and endeavoring to promote it; if they translatepligh and applaud all the °"
complaints of your discontented colonists, at e time privately stimulating you
to severer measures; let not thérm or offend you. Why should it? since you all
meanthe same thing

er nations’
support of

colonies’

resistance

xvIiL. If any colony should, at their own charge, erefdréress to secure their port against takeover of

the fleets of a foreign enemy, get your Governobétray that fortress into your by‘gg}zh buit
hands’® Never think of paying what it cost the country that wouldlook, at least, for British

like some regard for justice; but turn it into sadel to awe the inhabitants and curb U a%ainst

their commerce. If they should have lodged in stattress the very arms they
bought and used to aid you in your conquests, gt all; it will provoke like
ingratitude added torobbery One admirable effect of these operations willtbe
discourage every other colony from erecting sudbrdges, and so your enemies may
more easily invade them to the great disgrace of government and, of courgbge
furtherance of your proje.

xIx. Send armies into their country under pretense otegting the inhabitants, but
instead of garrisoning the forts on their frontienish those troops to prevent incur-
sions, demolish those forts and order the troofsthre heart of the country [so] that
the savages may be encouraged to attack the fromtied that the troops may be
protected by the inhabitants. This will seem tocped from your ill will or your
ignorance, and contribute farther to produce arghgthen an opinion among them
that you are no longer fit to govern them

xx. Lastly, invest the General of your army in the pnoes with great and unconsti-
tutional powers, and free him from the control e¢e your own Civil Governors. Let
him have troops enough under his command, witthelfortresses in his possession,
and who knows but (like some provincial Generalstie Roman empire, and
encouraged by the universal discontent you havdymed) he may take it into his
head to set up for himself. If he should, and yauehcarefully practiced these few
excellent rulesof mine, take my word for it, all the provinceslivimmediately join
him, and you will that day (if you have not donesdoner) get rid of the trouble of
governing them and all th@laguesattending theicommerceand connection, from
thenceforth and forever.

Q.E.D.”

% Referring to the fortress of Castle William in Boston harbor, taken over by General Gage for British use against the colonists.
%" Quod erat demonstrandum: Latin phrase (“which was to be demonstrated”) often placed at the end of a philosophical argument; Franklin's
pseudonymous signature for this essay.
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The First Continental Congress New York Public Libra

Philadelphia, October 1774

__PETITION 1o KING GEORGE III__

EXCERPTS

MosT GrRACIOUS SOVEREIGN,

E your majesty’s faithful subjects of the colonids

New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island 4
Providence plantations, Connecticut, New York, Nensey,
Pennsylvania, the counties of Newcastle, Kent arg$& on
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, anough
Carolina, in behalf of ourselves and the inhab#afitthose
colonies, who have deputed us to represent thegarieral
congress, by this our humble petition beg leavaymur
grievances before the throne.

___Astanding army has been kept in these colaviessince
the conclusion of the late war [French and Indiaar)V
without the consent of our assemblies; and this/awith a
considerable naval armament, has been employetddoce
the collection of taxes.

___The authority of the commander in chief and,auridm, of the brigadiers general, has in timeaedqe
been rendered supreme in all the civil governmienésnerica.

___The commander in chief of all your majesty’scés in North America has, in time of peace, been
appointed governor of a colony.

___The charges of usual officers have been greattgased, and new, expensive, and oppressiverfic
have been multiplied.

___The judges of admiralty and vice-admiralty cewate empowered to receive their salaries and fees
from the effects condemned by themselves.

___The officers of the customs are empowered takoopen and enter houses without the authority of
any civil magistrate founded on legal information.

___The judges of courts of common law have beerereatirely dependent on one part [of] the
legislature for their salaries as well as for theation of their commissions.

___Councilors, holding their commissions duringaglere, exercise legislative authority.
___Humble and reasonable petitions from the reptatiees of the people have been fruitless.

___The agents of the people have been discountedaacd governors have been instructed to prevent
the payment of their salaries.
___Assemblies have been frequently and injuriodigolved, and commerce burdened with many
useless and oppressive restrictions.
___ By several acts of Parliament made in the fotifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth years of your
majesty’s reign:
— duties are imposed on us for the purpose ofrgiairevenue, and
— the powers of admiralty and vice-admiralty coares extended beyond their ancient limits,
whereby our property is taken from us without comsent;
— the trial by jury in many civil cases is abolidhe

King George Ill in his parliamentary robes
engraving after Sir Joshua Reynolds

National Humanities Center, 2010: nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/. Some spelling and punctuation modernized, and formatting added, by NHC for
clarity. Complete image credits at nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/makingrev/imagecredits.htm.
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— enormous forfeitures are incurred for slight nffes;

— vexatious informers are exempted from paying dggnao which they are justly liable, and

— oppressive security is required from owners leefbey are allowed to defend their rights.

___Both houses of Parliament have resolved thatdhlanists may be tried in England for offenses
alleged to have been committed in America, by eifia statute passed in the thirty-fifth year ehr/
the eighth, and in consequence thereof attempts heen made to enforce that statute.

___ A statute was passed in the twelfth year of yoajesty’s reign directing that persons charged wit
committing any offense therein described, in amcelout of the realm, may be indicted and triedHer
same in any shire or county within the realm, whegrehabitants of these colonies may, in sundrgsas
by that statute made capital, be deprived of alisidheir peers of the vicinage.

___Inthe last session of Parliament:

— an act was passed for blocking up the harborostd;

— another empowering the governor of the MassattsuBay to send persons indicted for murder
in that province to another colony, or even to GBx&ain, for trial, whereby such offenders may
escape legal punishment;

— a third for altering the chartered constitutidryovernment in that province; and

— a fourth for extending the limits of Quebec, althg the English and restoring the French laws,
whereby great numbers of British freemen are stibjeihe latter, and establishing an absolute
government and the Roman Catholic religion througlloose vast regions that border on the
westerly and northerly boundaries of the free Btatg English settlements; and

— a fifth for the better providing suitable quastéor officers and soldiers in his majesty’s se\iit
North America.

To a sovereign, whagfories in the name of Britghthe bare recital of these acts must, we presume,
justify the loyal subjects who fly to the foot dktthrone and implore his clemency for protectigaiast
them. . ..

Had our creator been pleased to give us existaredand of slavery, the sense of our condition
might have been mitigated by ignorance and habitt;thanks be to his adorable goodness, we were bor
the heirs of freedom and ever enjoyed our rightteuthe auspices of your royal ancestors whose
family was seated on the British throne to resaweseecure a pious and gallant nation from the poper
and despotism of a superstitious and inexorab#nty? Your majesty, we are confident, justly rejoices
that your title to the crown is thus founded ontitie of your people to liberty, and therefore d@ubt
not but your royal wisdom must approve the serigjtithat teaches your subjects anxiously to guled t
blessing they received from divine providence, #eieby to prove the performance of that compact
which elevated the illustrious house of Brunswigktte imperial dignity it now possesses.

The apprehension of being degraded into a statergitude from the pre-eminent rank of English

New York Public Library

Edmund Pentleton Samuel Adams Roger Sherman John Jay James Duane

Five of the fifty-six delegates to the First Continental Congress, Philadelphia, September-October 1774

% King James Il, a Roman Catholic, was deposed in 1688 during the Glorious Revolution and replaced by William 11l of the House of Brunswick (Hanover).
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freeman, while our minds retain the strongest lofvidberty and clearly foresee the miseries preqafor
us and our posterity, excites emotions in our seahtich, though we cannot describe, we should st w
to conceal. Feeling as men and thinking as subjedtee manner we do, silence would be disloyalty.
By giving this faithful information, we do all inup power to promote the great objects of your royal
cares, the tranquility of your government, andviledfare of your people.

Duty to your majesty and regard for the preseovatif ourselves and our posterity the primary
obligations of nature and of socigfly command us to entreat your royal attention, asgoar majesty
enjoys the signal distinction of reigning over frem, we apprehend the language of freemen cannot be
displeasing. Your royal indignation, we hope, wélther fall on those designing and dangerous’men
who, daringly interposing themselves between yowalrperson and your faithful subjects, and for
several years past incessantly employed to disshé/bonds of society by abusing your majesty’s
authority, misrepresenting your American subjegig] prosecuting the most desperate and irritating
projects of oppression, have at length compelledhyishe force of accumulated injuries, too severee
any longer tolerable, to disturb your majesty’'sosmby our complaints. . . .

We ask but for peace, liberty, and safety. We wisha diminution of the prerogative, nor do we
solicit the grant of any new right in our favor. (faoyal authority over us and our connection v@iteat
Britain we shall always carefully and zealously eanbr to support and maintain.

Filled with sentiments of duty to your majesty aff&ction to the parent state, deeply impressed by
our education and strongly confirmed by our reason, anxious to evince the sincerity of these
dispositions, we present this petition only to abtadress of grievances and relief from fears and
jealousies [suspicions], occasioned by the systestatutes and regulations adopted since the cbde
late war for raising a revenue in America, extegdimte power of courts of Admiralty and Vice-
Admiralty, trying persons in Great Britain for offges
alleged to be committed in America, affecting thevince BiervioflEnigies
of Massachusetts Bay, and altering the governragiat, did i ) stitgps e e ;
extending the limits of Quebec by the abolitiodiich
system the harmony between Great Britain and these
colonies, so necessary to the happiness of boths@n
ardently desired by the latter, and usual intersesirwill
be immediately restored.

In the magnanimity and justice of your majesty and
Parliament, we confide for a redress of our other
grievances, trusting that when the causes of our
apprehensions are removed, our future conducpwille
us not unworthy of the regard we have been accuestom
our happier days to enjoy. For appealing to than@aho
thoroughly searches the hearts of his creatures, we
solemnly profess that our councils have been infied by
no other motive than a dread of impending destoncti. .

We therefore most earnestly beseech your majeaty t
your royal authority and interposition may be usacour
relief, and that a gracious answer may be givehito
petition. . . .

The delegates agreed that if the offending acts of Parliament were not
repealed, the colonies would boycott British goods after December 1, and
they would meet in a second continental congress the following May.

Petition to King George lll, 1774, page two
with delegates’ signatures

The petition, presented by Benjamin Franklin while serving as a colonial
agent in London, was rejected by Parliament and the king.

2| e., the British Prime Minister and cabinet officials.
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE

FIrsT CONTINENTAL CONGRESS
September-October, 1774, as published in

Extracts from the Votes and Proceedings of the American Continental Congress, Held
at Philadelphia . . . Containing The Bill of Rights, A List of Grievances, Occasional
Resolves, The Association, An Address to the People of Great Britain, and A

Memorial to the Inhabitants of the British American Colonies, Oct. 1774, EXCERPTS.

[BILL of RIGHTS]

The good people of the several colonies of New ptdrine, Massa-
chusetts Bay, Rhode Island and Providence Plan&gt@onnecticut, New
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Newstla, Kent, and Sussex on Dela-
ware® Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, and South Gara,* justly
alarmed at these arbitrary proceedings of Parliasuet administration,
have severally elected, constituted, and appoitgdities to meet and sif
in general Congress in the city of Philadelphiarider to obtain such
establishment as that their religion, laws, andrties may not be sub-
verted: Whereupon the deputies so appointed beingassembled in a
full and free representation of these colonidgntainto their most
serious consideration the best means of attaihieg@ihds aforesaid, do in
the first place as Englishmen, their ancestori&kedases have usually
done, for asserting and vindicating their rightd lberties, DECLARE,

That the inhabitants of the English colonies imntNé&merica, by the
immutable laws of nature, the principles of the liggconstitution, and
the several charters or compacts, have the folip®ihG H T S O

Resolved, N. C. B 1. That they are entitled to life, liberty anJ
property: and they have never ceded to any sowver

life, liberty,
and power whatever a right to dispose of either withthir
property consent.
Resolved, N. C. @2. That our ancestors who first settled the
colonies were, at the time of their emigration frahe
gﬂg‘lfsﬁs mother country, entitled to all the rights, libegj and
subjects immunities of free and natural born subjects witkire
realm of England.
Resolved, N. C. D3. That by such emigration they by n
means forfeited, surrendered, or lost any of thiggds, but
rights not that they were, and their descendants now ardleehtid the
lost by . . .
emigration exercise and enjoyment of all such of them, as tbeal and
to America other circumstances enable them to exercise angl.en;

Resolved4. That the foundation of English liberty and df &
free government is a right in the people to pauéta in their
legislative council: and as the English coloniste aot

represented, and from their local and other cir¢cantes

New York Public Library

John Adams (Massachusetts Bay)

Samuel Adams (Massachusetts Bay)

George Washington (Virginia)

National Humanities Center, 2010: nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/. Sidebars added, and some spelling and punctuation modernized by NHC for

clarity. Complete image credits at nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/makingrev/imagecredits.htm.

30 Newcastle, Kent, and Sussex: counties on the Delaware River became the self-governing state of Delaware in 1776.
31 Georgia, being the newest colony (founded in 1730) and more dependent on Great Britain, did not send delegates.

¥ N.C.D.: unanimous [Latin: nemine contra dicente (no one dissenting)].
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All and each of which the aforesaid deputies ihabeof themselves
and their constituents do claim, demand, and insishs their indisputa-
ble rights and liberties, which cannot be legadliyen from them, altered
or abridged by any power whatever, without thein@mansent, by their
representatives in their several provincial legisies.
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cannot properly be represented in the British Raudint,
they are entitled to a free and exclusive powdegitlation
in their several provincial Legislatures, whereirthight of
representation can alone be preserved in all ca$es
taxation and internal polity, subject only to thegative of
their sovereign, in such manner as has been hereto$ed
and accustomed: But, from the necessity of the, Gawka
regard to the mutual interest of both countries,
cheerfully consent to the operation of such actshef
British Parliament as are bona fide, restrainedthe
regulation of our external commerce for the purpoe
securing the commercial advantages of the wholérertgp
the mother country, and the commercial benefitsitof
respective members, excluding every idea of tamaff
internal or external, for raising a revenue ondhbjects in
America without their consent.

Resolved, N. C. [b. That the respective colonies are entitl
to the common law of England, and more especialiyhé
great and inestimable privilege of being tried Wit
peers of the vicinage [surrounding district], acliog to
the course of that law.

Resolved6. That they are entitled to the benefit of suéh
the English statutes as existed at the time ofrth
colonization, and which they have, by experieng
respectively found to be applicable to their selvireal
and other circumstances.

Resolved, N. C. D7. That these, his Majesty’s colonies, a
likewise entitled to all the immunities and prigks
granted and confirmed to them by royal charters
secured by their several codes of provincial laws.

Resolved, N. C. D8. That they have a right peaceably
assemble, consider of their grievances, and petitie
King; and that all prosecutions, prohibitory pranktions,
and commitments for the same are illegal.

Resolved, N. C. D9. That the keeping a standing army
these colonies in times of peace, without the aunskthe
legislature of that colony in which such army igkes
against law.

Resolved, N. C. D10. It is indispensably necessary to go
government, and rendered essential by the English ¢
stitution, that the constituent branches of theslatyre be
independent of each other; that therefore the meerof
legislative power in several colonies by a couapjpointed,
during pleasure by the crown, is unconstitutiodahgerous
and destructive to the freedom of American legamtat

New York Public Library

John Dickinson (Pennsylvania)

Christopher Gadsden (South Carolina)
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In the course of our inquiry, we find many infrelgents and
violations of the foregoing rights, which, from ardent desire that
harmony and mutual intercourse of affection andrggt may be restored
we pass over for the present and proceed to stekeasts and measures
as have been adopted since the last war which dgratsma system
formed to enslave America.

Resolved, N. C. Dlhat the following acts of Parliament are
infringements and violations of the rights of tlebomists, and that the
repeal of them is essentially necessary in ordeggtore harmony
between Great Britain and the American colonies, [miamely]

The offending acts of Parliament from 1764 to 1774 are summarized, after which the
delegates propose a Continental Association to enforce a non-importation agreement
after December 1 if the named acts of Parliament have not been repealed. The
Proceedings conclude with two letters, one addressed to the people of Great Britain,
and one to the American colonists.

To the PEOPLE of GREAT BRITAIN
riends and Fellow Subjects,

en a Nation, led to Greatness by the hand of typb&rpossessed
Il the Glory, that heroism, munificence, andranity can
bestow, dascends to the ungrateful talk of forgingins for her Friends
& Children, and, instead of giving support to Freexd turns advocate for
Slavery and Oppression, there is reason to suspedtas either ceased t
be virtuous or bgen extremely negligent in the agpwent of her rulers.
In almost evexy age, in repeated conflicts, igland bloody wars, as
well civil as foreign\against many and powerfuliolas, against the open
assaults of enemies and the more dangerous trgamffeiends, have the
inhabitants of your Island, your great and gloriansestors, maintained
their independence and Yansmitted the rights of amel the blessings of
liberty to you, their posterity.
Be not surprised, therefore, that we who are ek from the same
common ancestors; that we, whose forefathers jaated in all the
rights, the liberties, and the constitution yoyussily boast, and who have
carefully conveyed the same fair heritance tagusranteed by the
plighted faith of government and th& most solemmgacts with British
Sovereigns, should refuse to surrendgr them townenfound their
claims on no principles of reason, and Who prosethém with a design
that, by having our lives and property in their poythey may with the
greater facility enslave you.
The cause of America is now the object &f univieatention. It has
at length become very serious. This unhappy sourgsynot only been
oppressed but abused and misrepresented, an
ourselves and posterity, to your interest, andyimee
British empire, leads us to address you on thig vepogtant subject.
Know thenthat we consider ourselves, and do insist thaaneeand
ought to be, as free as our fellow subjects inadritand that no power on
earth has a right to take our property from us eittour consent.
That we claim all the benefits secured to theextlyy the Knglish
constitution, and particularly that inestimable aférial by jury.

New York Public Library

Richard Henry Lee (Virginia)

Stephen Hopkins (Rhode Island)
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“oppress our Hearts with unspeakable Grief” New York Public Library
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The Humble Petition of the Twelve United Colonies "'{"‘_‘ 4 ‘ﬁ. 7 1t fu.r/)u?f A 5
by Their Delegates in Congress to the King . ./ Bl .
S, it
approved 5 July 1775, sent 8 July 1775, iy ol A »'ff’-'_l.-.“': £
rejected by King George III 23 August 1775 J Wﬂ"#‘%ﬂ ’ : _: -",_'.'{a.,
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To the KING’s most excellent Majesty. e \-’;: Loy o,

Most gracious Sovereign!

E, your Majesty’s faithful Subjects of the ColoniEfsNew Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay,
Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, Connegchlaw York, New Jersey, Pennsyl-

vania, the Counties of Newcastle, Kent, and SusseRelaware [River], Maryland,
Virginia, North Carolina, and South Carolina, irha# of ourselves and the inhabitants of these el
who have deputed us to represent them in Generagjr€ss, entreat your Majesty’s gracious attention t
this our humble petition.

The union between our Mother Country and theserie$, and the energy of mild and just Govern-
ment, produced benefits so remarkably importart,adforded such an assurance of their permanency
and increase, that the wonder and envy of othénmstvere excited while they beheld Great Britain
rising to a power the most extraordinary the windd ever known.

Her rivals, observing that there was no probabdityhis happy connection being broken by civil
dissensions, and apprehending its future effedédtiiny longer undisturbed, resolved to preveatt h
receiving such continual and formidable accessidngealth and strength by checking the growth of
those settlements from which they were to be ddrive

In the prosecution of this attempt, events so wrfable to the design took place that every friend t
the interest of Great Britain and these Colonidertgined pleasing and reasonable expectationseirig
an additional force and exertion immediately gitethe operations of the union hitherto experierngd
an enlargement of the dominions of the Crown aedé¢moval of ancient and warlike enemies to a
greater distance.

At the conclusion, therefore, of the late war [Fteand Indian War], the most glorious and
advantageous that ever had been carried on bgBatims, your loyal Colonists, having contribuied t
its success by such repeated and strenuous exeasdinequently procured them the distinguished
approbation of your Majesty, of the late King, aridParliament, doubted not but that they should be
permitted with the rest of the empire, to sharthenblessings of peace and the emoluments of yictod
conquest.

While these recent and honorable acknowledgemémiteio merits remained on record in the
journals and acts of that august legislature, tridPnent, undefaced by the imputation or even the
suspicion of any offense, they were alarmed byva system of statutes and regulations, adoptechéor t
administration of the Colonies, that filled theimais with the most painful fears and jealousies, ém
their inexpressible astonishment, perceived thgelaof a foreign quarrel quickly succeeded by ddimes
dangers, in their judgment of a more dreadful kind.

National Humanities Center, 2010: nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/. Text as published in The Humble Petition of the Twelve United Colonies . . .,
Philadelphia, 1775; Early American Imprints, Doc. #42961, courtesy of the American Antiquarian Society with Readex/NewsBank. List of signatures
from original document (not included with published petition). Spelling and punctuation modernized by NHC for clarity. Complete image credits at
nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/makingrev/imagecredits.htm.
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Nor were these anxieties alleviated by any tendémdyis system to promote the welfare of their
Mother Country. For though its effects were morendliately felt by them, yet its influence appeaied
be injurious to the commerce and prosperity of GBzgain.

We shall decline the ungrateful task of descriliimgirksome variety of artifices practiced by many
of your Majesty’s ministers [cabinet officials],ellelusive pretenses, fruitless terrors, and uliagai
severities that have from time to time been daalfy them in their attempts to execute this intpoli
plan, or of tracing through a series of years gasprogress of the unhappy differences betweeatGre
Britain and these Colonies that have flowed frois tatal source.

Your Majesty’s Ministers, persevering in their ma@s, and proceeding to open hostilities for
enforcing them, have compelled us to arm in our defense, and have engaged us in a controversy so
peculiarly abhorrent to the affections of yourl $éilthful Colonists that, when we consider whom we
must oppose in this contest and, if it continudsatwnay be the consequences, our own particular
misfortunes are accounted by us only as parts oflistress.

Knowing to what violent resentments and incurallienasities civil discords are apt to exasperate
and inflame the contending parties, we think oweslequired by indispensable obligations to Alrhjgh
God, to your Majesty, to our fellow subjects, anatirselves, immediately to use all the means in ou
power, not incompatible with our safety, for stagpthe further effusion of blood and for avertihg t
impending calamities that threaten the British empi

Thus called upon to address your Majesty on aff#fissich moment to America, and probably to all
your dominions, we are earnestly desirous of panifog this office with the utmost deference for your
Majesty, and we therefore pray that your Majestgigal magnanimity and benevolence may make the
most favorable constructions of our expressionsmancommon an occasion. Could we represent in
their full force the sentiments that agitate thadtsiof us your dutiful subjects, we are persuaden y
Majesty would ascribe any seeming deviation fromerence in our language, and even in our conduct,
not to any reprehensible intention but to the ingfimkty of reconciling the usual appearances spezt
with a just attention to our own preservation agaihose artful and cruel enemies who abuse yo@l ro
confidence and authority for the purpose of effegtur destruction.

Attached to your Majesty’s person, family, and goweent, with all devotion that principle and
affection can inspire; connected with Great Britayrthe strongest ties that can unite societied, an
deploring every event that tends in any degreectaken them, we solemnly assure your Majesty that we
not only most ardently desire the former harmortyben her and these Colonies may be restored, but
that a concord may be established between themagém a basis as to perpetuate its blessings,
uninterrupted by any future dissensions, to sudngegenerations in both countries, and to trangonit
Majesty’'s name to posterity, adorned with that algmd lasting glory that has attended the membry o
those illustrious personages, whose virtues arldiebihave extricated states from dangerous
convulsions and, by securing the happiness to gthave erected the most noble and durable monsment
to their own fame.

We beg further leave to assure your Majesty thattyithstanding the sufferings of your loyal
Colonists during the course of this present comrsy, our Breasts retain too tender a regard r th
Kingdom from which we derive our Origin to requsath a Reconciliation as might in any manner be
inconsistent with her Dignity or her welfare. Thes#ated as we are to her, Honor and Duty asasell
inclination induce us to support and advance; aedpprehensions that now oppress our Hearts with
unspeakable Grief, being once removed, your Majestyind your faithful Subjects on this Continent
ready and willing at all times, as they have ewe=rbwith their lives and fortunes, to assert anthtaia
the rights and interests of your Majesty and ofraother country.

We therefore beseech your Majesty that your roytiaity and influence may be graciously
interposed to procure us relief from our afflictifegrs and jealousies occasioned [caused] by gteray
before-mentioned, and to settle peace through guaatyof our dominions, with all humility submitgrto
your Majesty’s wise consideration whether it may Im® expedient, for facilitating those important
purposes, that your Majesty be pleased to direoesmnode by which the united applications of your
faithful Colonists to the Throne, in presence @itfCommon Councils, may be improved into a happy
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and permanent reconciliation; and that, in the nigae, measures may be taken for preventing the
further destruction of the lives of your Majestgisbjects, and that such statutes as more immediatel
distress any of your Majesty’s Colonies may be atgue

For such arrangements as your Majesty’'s wisdonfaram for collecting the united sense of your
American people, we are convinced your Majesty Waateive such satisfactory proofs of the
disposition of the Colonists towards their Soveneignd the parent state, that the wished for oppityt
would soon be restored to them of evincing theesitcof their professions by every testimony of
devotion becoming the most dutiful Subjects andmiost affectionate Colonists.

That your Majesty may enjoy long and prosperougmeind that your descendents may govern your
dominions with honor to themselves and happinesisgtio subjects, is our sincere and fervent prayer.

JOHN HANCOCK
[President of the Congress]

Colony of New Hampshire
JOHN LANGDON
THOMAS CUSHING

Colony of Massachusetts Bay
SAMUEL ADAMS
JOHN ADAMS
ROBERT TREAT PAINE

Colony of Rhode-Island

and Providence Plantation
STEPHEN HOPKINS
SAMUEL WARD

Colony of Connecticut
ELIPHALET DYER
ROGER SHERMAN
SILAS DEANE

Colony of New York
PHILIP LIVINGSTON
JAMES DUANE
JOHN ALSOP
FRANCIS LEWIS
JOHN JAY

ROBERT LIVINGSTON, JR.

LEWIS MORRIS
WILLIAM FLOYD
HENRY WISNER

New Jersey
WILLIAM LIVINGSTON
JOHN DE HART
RICHARD SMITH

Pennsylvania
JOHN DICKINSON
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
GEORGE ROSS
JAMES WILSON
CHARLES HUMPHREYS
EDWARD BIDDLE

Counties of Newcastle, Kent, Sussex

[Delaware]
CAESAR RODNEY
THOMAS McKEAN
GEORGE READ

Maryland
MATTHEW TILGHMAN
THOMAS JOHNSON, JR.
WILLIAM PACA
SAMUEL CHASE
THOMAS STONE

Colony of Virginia
PATRICK HENRY, JR.
RICHARD HENRY LEE
EDMUND PENDLETON
BENJAMIN HARRISON
THOMAS JEFFERSON

North Carolina
WILLIAM HOOPER
JOSEPH HEWES

South Carolina
HENRY MIDDLETON
THOMAS LYNCH
CHRISTOPHER GADSDEN
JOHN RUTLEDGE
EDWARD RUTLEDGE
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A DECLARATION

by the Representatives of the United Colonies of North America. ..

Setting Forth the Causes and Necessity of Their Taking Up Arms

Second Continental Congress, 6 July 1775

intended a part of the human race to hold an atesploperty in and an unbounded power over

others, marked out by his infinite goodness andianis as the objects of a legal domination never
rightfully resistible, however severe and oppressifie Inhabitants of these Colonies might at least
require from the Parliament of Great Britain somielence that this dreadful authority over them has
been granted to that body. But a reverence fogoeat Creator, principles of humanity, and theade
of common sense must convince all those who refipoh the subject that government was instituted to
promote the welfare of mankind and ought to be adbtgred for the attainment of that end. The
legislature of Great Britain, however, stimulatgddm inordinate passion for a power, not only
unjustifiable but which they know to be peculiarbprobated by the very constitution of that kingdom
and desperate of success in any mode of contesewdgard should be had to truth, law, or rightiehat
length, deserting those, attempted to effect &reiel and impolitic purpose of enslaving these Gias
by violence, and have thereby rendered it nece$sans to close with their last appeal from Reatson
Arms.0 Yet, however blinded that assembly may be by tinéémperate rage for unlimited domination
so to slight justice and the opinion of mankind,egéeem ourselves bound by obligations of respect t
the rest of the world to make known the justicewf cause.

Our forefathers, inhabitants of the island of GEdtain, left their native land to seek on theseres
a residence for civil and religious freedom. At the@ense of their blood, at the hazard of thetufoes,
without the least charge to the country from whindy removed, by unceasing labor and an
unconguerable spirit, they effected settlementhéndistant and inhospitable wilds of America, then
filled with numerous and warlike nations of barbas.[] Societies or governments, vested with perfect
legislatures, were formed under charters from theve, and an harmonious intercourse was established
between the colonies and the kingdom from whicly thexived their origin. The mutual benefits of this
union became in a short time so extraordinary &xeéite astonishment. It is universally confessest,
the amazing increase of the wealth, strength, am@ation of the realm arose from this source, thed
minister [cabinet official] who so wisely and susstilly directed the measures of Great Britairhim t
late war® publicly declared that these colonies enabledd&iumph over her enemies. Towards the
conclusion of that war, it pleased our sovereigméke a change in his counsels [advisaisFrom that
fatal moment, the affairs of the British empire @ego fall into confusion, and, gradually slidingrh the
summit of glorious prosperity to which they hadtaevanced by the virtues and abilities of one man
[Pitt], are at length distracted by the convulsidhat now shake it to its deepest foundations. Agwe

I F it was possible for men who exercise their rededrelieve that the Divine Author of our existence

National Humanities Center, 2010: nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/. Text as published in A Declaration by the Representatives of the United
Colonies . . ., Philadelphia, 2d. printing, 1775; Early American Imprints, Doc. 14549; courtesy of the American Antiquarian Society with Readex/
NewsBank. Spelling and punctuation modernized by NHC for clarity. Complete image credits at nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/makingrev/
imagecredits.htm.

3 william Pitt, Prime Minister during the French and Indian War, favorably judged by Americans as his successors were not.
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ministry, finding the brave foes of Britain, thoufyequently defeated yet still contending, tookthg
unfortunate idea of granting them a hasty peacenttten subduing her faithful friends.

These devoted colonies were judged to be in sisthte, as to present victories without bloodshed,
and all the easy emoluments of statuteable plufider uninterrupted tenor of their peaceable and
respectful behavior from the beginning of coloni@at their dutiful, zealous, and useful servicesgmy
the war, though so recently and amply acknowledgéeide most honorable manner by his Majesty, by
the late king, and by Parliament, could not saeetlrom the meditated innovations. Parliament was
influenced to adopt the pernicious project andaésg a new power over them, have in the course of
eleven years given such decisive specimens ofpiné @&d consequences attending this power as to
leave no doubt concerning the effects of acquieszander it. They have undertaken to give and grant
our money without our consent, though we have exercised an exclusive right to dispose of our own
property. Statutes have been passed for extengéngitisdiction of courts of Admiralty and Vice-
Admiralty beyond their ancient limits; for deprigms of the accustomed and inestimable privilege of
trial by jury in cases affecting both life and peoty; for suspending the legislature of one ofdblnies
[New York]; for interdicting all commerce of anothiplassachusetts Bay, through Boston]; and for
altering fundamentally the form of government elishled by charter and secured by acts of its own
legislature solemnly confirmed by the crown; foempting the “murderers” of colonists from legaalri
and, in effect, from punishment; for erecting ineaghboring province, acquired by the joint arms of
Great Britain and America, a despotism dangeroasitorery existencé&® and for quartering soldiers
upon the colonists in time of profound peace. # &lgo been resolved in Parliament that colonists
charged with committing certain offenses shallrbaegported to England to be tried.

But why should we enumerate our injuries in
detail? By one statute it is declared that Parli#me What is to defend us against
can “of right make laws to bind IS ALL CASES so enormous, so unlimited a power?
WHATSOEVER”™” What is to defend us against so
enormous, so unlimited a power? Not a single man
of those who assume it is chosen by us or is sutgesur control or influence, but, on the contrahey
are all of them exempt from the operation of s@sts], and an American revenue, if not diverted ftbhen
ostensible purposes for which it is raised, wouldially lighten their own burdens in proportionthsy
increase ours. We saw the misery to which suchatissp would reduce us. We for ten years incessantly
and ineffectually besieged the Throne as suppkcafie reasoned, we remonstrated with Parliament in
the most mild and decent language. But Adminigiratsensible that we should regard these oppressive
measures as freemen ought to do, sent over fledtarmies to enforce them. The indignation of the
Americans was roused, it is true; but it was thiignation of a virtuous, loyal, and affectionatepie.

A Congress of Delegates from the united colonies agsembled at Philadelphia on the fifth day df las
September [1774]. We resolved again to offer antierand dutiful petition to the King, and also
addressed our fellow subjects of Great Britain. W'ee pursued every temperate, every respectful
measure. We have even proceeded to break off eumeocial intercourse with our fellows subjects
[boycott; nonimportation] as the last peaceable@dtion that our attachment to no nation upon earth
should supplant our attachment to libeffly.This, we flattered ourselves, was the ultimatp sfethe
controversy. But subsequent events have shown howwas this hope of finding moderation in our
enemies.

Several threatening expressions against the @damere inserted in his Majesty’s speech. Our
petition, though we were told it was a decent amthat his Majesty had been pleased to receive it
graciously and to promise laying it before his Ranent, was huddled into both houses amongst aldund
of American papers, and there neglected. The LandsCommons in their address in the month of
February said that “a rebellion at that time adyuaxisted within the province of Massachusetts,Bad

34 Referring to the Quebec Act, passed by Parliament in 1774, that allowed the laws and official religion (Roman Catholicism) of France to be main-
tained in conquered Canada, including the Ohio River Valley, alarming Protestant Americans who did not want an undemocratic Catholic adminis-
tration west of the Appalachians where many hoped to settle.

% Declaratory Act of 1766, passed by Parliament on the same day that the Stamp Act was repealed.
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that those concerned in it had been countenanakdrasouraged by unlawful combinations and
engagements entered into by his Majesty’s subjedsveral of the other colonies; and thereforg the
besought his Majesty that he would take the mdetefal measures to enforce due obedience to W la
& authority of the supreme legislaturél” Soon after, the commercial intercourse of wholerties with
foreign countries and with each other was cut gfab act of Parliament. By another, several of them
were entirely prohibited from the fisheries in #eas near their coasts on which they always defdnde
their ggstenance; and large re-enforcements o$ stmg troops were immediately sent over to General
Gage?

Fruitless were all the entreaties, argumentsgdoguence of an illustrious band of the most
distinguished Peers and Commoners [in Parliamemd] mobly and strenuously asserted the justice of ou
cause, to stay [stop] or even to mitigate the hessdiury with which these accumulated and unexaple
outrages were hurried on. Equally fruitless was the interference of the afy.ondon, of Bristol, and
many other respectable towns in our favor. Parligradopted an insidious maneuver calculated taldivi
us, to establish a perpetual auction of taxationerescolony should bid against colony, all of them
uninformed what ransom would redeem their livesl, s to extort from us at the point of the bayone
the unknown sums that should be sufficient to fyaifi possible to gratify, ministerial rapacity,jtiv the
miserable indulgence left to us of raising in ownanode the prescribed tribute. What terms moilid rig
and humiliating could have been dictated by remessevictors to conquered enemies? In our
circumstances to
accept them would be  What terms more rigid and humiliating could have been
to deserve them. . . .

Soon after the dictated by remorseless victors to conquered enemies?
intelligence [news] of
these proceedings arrived on this continent, Gé@age, who in the course of the last year hadtake
possession of the town of Boston in the provinc®lagsachusetts Bay and still occupied it as asgarri
on the 19th day of April sent out from that pladarge detachment of his army who made an unpraloke
assault on the inhabitants of the said provindbeatown of Lexington, as appears by the affidavita
great number of persons, some of whom were offigadssoldiers of that detachment, murdered eight of
the inhabitants and wounded many others. From ehdretroops proceeded in warlike array to the town
of Concord, where they set upon another party®frthabitants of the same province, killing sevaral
wounding more, until compelled to retreat by thartoy people suddenly assembled to repel this cruel
aggression. Hostilities, thus commenced by thedBriroops, have been since prosecuted by them
without regard to faith or reputation. The inhabitants of Boston, being confined withiatttown by the
General their Governor, and having, in order tapre their dismission, entered into a treaty with,ht
was stipulated that the said inhabitants, havimmpsdiéed their arms with their own magistrates, $thou
have liberty to depart, taking with them their otefects. They accordingly delivered up their aring,
in open violation of honor, in defiance of the ghliion of treaties, which even savage nations esde
sacred, the Governor ordered the arms, depositefbessaid that they might be preserved for their
owners, to be seized by a body of soldiers, detidine greatest part of the inhabitants in the tcawmal
compelled the few who were permitted to retirectavie their most valuable effects behind.

By this perfidy wives are separated from theirdarsls, children from their parents, the aged aed th
sick from their relations and friends who wish ttead and comfort them; and those who have beeath use
to live in plenty and even elegance are reducettpborable distress.

The General, further emulating his ministerial taes by a proclamation bearing date on the 12¢h da
of June, after venting the grossest falsehoodsalumnies against the good people of these colpnies
proceeds to “declare them all, either by name ecrilgtion, to be rebels and traitors, to superskee
course of the common law, and instead thereof bligfuand order the use and exercise of the law
martial.” 0 His troops have butchered our countrymen, havaaminburnt Charles-Town, besides a
considerable number of houses in other placesstips and vessels are seized; the necessary supplie

36 British military commander in Boston, Massachusetts.
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provisions are intercepted, . .
and he is exerting his utmost We are reduced to the alternative of choosing an

power to spread destruction  unconditional submission to the tyranny of irritated

and devastation around him. .. . .
We have received certain  Ministers or resistance by force. [/ The latter is our

intelligence that General choice. We have counted the cost of this contest and

Carleton, the Governor of . .
Canada, is instigating the find nothing so dreadful as voluntary slavery.

people of that province and

the Indians to fall upon us, and we have but tochmeason to apprehend that schemes have beerdforme
to excite domestic enemies against us. In bripfraof these colonies now feels, and all of theensaire
of feeling as far as the vengeance of administnatam inflict them, the complicated calamitiesicd,f
sword, and famindl We are reduced to the alternative of choosingraonditional submission to the
tyranny of irritated ministef5 or resistance by forcél The latter is our choic&l We have counted the
cost of this contest and find nothing so dreadéwaluntary slaveryld Honor, justice, and humanity
forbid us tamely to surrender that freedom whichreeeived from our gallant ancestors, and which our
innocent posterity have a right to receive fromWs. cannot endure the infamy and guilt of resigning
succeeding generations to that wretchedness whéstitably awaits them if we basely entail hereditar
bondage upon them.

Our cause is just. Our union is perfect. Our imdéresources are great, and, if necessary, foreign
assistance is undoubtedly attainableWe gratefully acknowledge, as signal instancat®Divine
favor towards us, that his Providence would notrgieus to be called into this severe controversyl un
we were grown up to our present strength, had pemnously exercised in warlike operation, and
possessed of the means of defending ourselvealith hearts fortified with these animating refiecs,
we most solemnly, before GOD and the world, dedlaag exerting the utmost energy of those powers
which our beneficent Creator hath graciously bestbupon us, the arms we have been compelled by our
enemies to assume, we will, in defiance of evemald with unabating firmness and perseverance,
employ for the preservation of our liberties, bewith one mind resolved to die Free-men rather than
live Slaves.

Lest this declaration should disquiet the mindswffriends and fellow subjects in any part of the
empire, we assure them that we mean not to dissetéJnion which has so long and so happily
subsisted between us, and which we sincerely wisle¢ restored] Necessity has not yet driven us into
that desperate measure or induced us to excitethry nation to war against them. We have not
raised armies with ambitious designs of separdtomg Great Britain and establishing independertesta
We fight not for glory or for conquest. We exhititmankind the remarkable spectacle of a people
attacked by unprovoked enemies, without any imprnair even suspicion of offense. They boast of
their privileges and civilization, and yet proffes milder conditions than servitude or death.

In our own native land, in defense of the freedbat is our birthright, and which we ever enjoyiid t
the late violation of it] for the protection of our property, acquired splgy the honest industry of our
forefathers and ourselves, against violence agto#fitred, we have taken up arms. We shall lay them
down when hostilities shall cease on the part efatigressors, and all danger of their being renaell
be removed, and not before.

With an humble confidence in the mercies of thereme and impartial Judge and Ruler of the
universe, we most devoutly implore his divine gogsnto protect us happily through this great cotfli
to dispose our adversaries to reconciliation osgeable terms, and thereby to relieve the empira fr
the calamities of civil war.

By Order ofCONGRESS

JOHN HANCOCK, President

%7 |.e., the British cabinet under the Prime Minister (not clergymen).
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